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JL HE astomshiiicnt which Mr. Somertoa 
had experienced in beholding tlie keys ia 
their proper place, from which they had 
been absent but a very short time before^ 
and the 



that had so suddenly been augmented ia 
force by the commuoiication of the «er* 
vant, had put him rather off his gaard, 
and induced him to send for his wife, to 
you IX. B have 
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have the circumstance that alarmed and 
perplexed him explained, in a manner, 
perhaps, rather more abrupt than the oc- 
casion could justify. This occurred to him 
the moment after the servant had quitted 
the hall ; but so anxious was he to knoVsr 
by whom the keys had been restored to 
their usual place, that he made no effort 
to call the servant back. 

The short commune^ however, that he 
had with • his own thoughts, ere he saw 
Mrs. Somerton, had^ in a great measure, 
extinguished the blaze of anger that had 
Baq)rised and inflamed his mind; for if 
Mx% Somerton had returned the keys, as 
the servant suspected, she, of course^ 
would not hesitate to make such an ac- 
knowledgment, when questioned on the 
subject, as should unravel the whole 
affair. Jealousy, however, still whispered 
him, that it was Belmont he had seen 
from the window j but what then ? Mrs. 
Somerton had not been deen with him ; 

yet 
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yet she had been absent nearly as long as 
Belmont; and the keys had been brought 
back by her. 

It did not onqe strike him^ that if Mrs. 
Somerton cpuld be depraved enough to 
admit of licentious freedoms from Belmont, 
or from any other person, how little like- 
lihood there was that she could possess the 
folly of carrying on such an illicit inter- 
course! at the almost certain risk of being 
discovered by the family — so ridiculously 
imbecile often-! are the premature conjec- 
tures of a jealousy -disordered brain, Hod 
so little has rationality to do with its ge- 
neral conclusions. 

** I sent for you,*' said he, as Mrs. 
Somerton entered the ha]l, in ^s gentle a 
manner as he could command, '* to know 
if it were you that, but jfist now, had 
the keys of the shrubbery, as they were 
missing when I had occasion to make use 
of them^ and bave 'sLnce been returned by 
nobody knows who?'* 

Mrs^ Somerton. — ** The kevs of the 
, . % B fi shrubbery ! 
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'Shrubbery ! no, my dear, I have not been 
in the shrubbery— have you found out 
M'ho it was you observed there ?*' 

Mr. Sotnerton. — ' * How were you award' 
' that L had seen any one there ?" 

Mrs^ Somerion.'^*^ Alethea told me 

Mr. Sdmefton.'^^'' V/heiiV -^ 

Mrs. Somerton. — ** Not a moment be- 
fore the servant told me that you would 
speak to me. '* 

Mr. Somerton. — " And you know not 
' who returned the keys ?" 

Mrs. Somerton, — '* Not I, upon my 
honour.'* 

Mr. Somertof?. — *' The knight swore 
by his . honour that the pancakes yvere 
good." 

* Mrs. Somerton.—'* What do you 
mean ?" 

Mr. Somerton.-^** Honour— nothing !". 

Mrs. Somerton. — ** Indeed I compre- 
hend you not." 

Mr. Somerton.^^^l Thomas told me 

thai 
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timt you were in the hall when the keys^ 
were brought back." 

Mrs. Somerton. — *' He knows who 
^brought them back then 1" 

Mr. Sovierton. — *' And so, of course, 
I3»ust you !" 

Mrs. &?iwer/<>;i.-—** Indeed I know- 
nothing either as to their having been 
missing, or returned." 

Mr. Somerton. — ** Were you HOt here 
about ten mi nu tea ago ?" 

Mrs. Somerion.-'^^* I believe I was,** 

Mr. Somerton.'—*^ Were the keys on 
the hook then r"" 

Mi's. Somerton.^'^^ ^ Indeed I know not ; 
the necessity of examining whether ihey 
were there or not, never once struck. 
Ve." 

Mr, Somerton. — ^ Have you no idea 
of wlio it was in the shrubbery ?" 

Mrs. Somerton. — '* Me! How should 

ir 

Mr. Somerton. — *' Very true — very 
true/; 

B 3 Hit 



O OSRICK. 

His fears still getting the better of his 
reason, Mr. Somerton now paced the 
hall visibly agitated. 

** Good God 1" exclaimed Mrs. Somer- 
ton, ** what is it that so distresses you?" 
Mr. Somerton. — ** Can you not guess ?** 
Mrs. Somerton. — ** I wisK I could; 
because then I might have it in my 
power to administer consolation." 
Mr. Somerton.—'' You !" ^ 
Mrs. -Somerton. — '* Yes, me." 
Mr. Somerton.—^' Impossible !" 
Mrs. Somerton.—^ ^ I am sorry for it.'* 
Mr. Somerton,~~'* What are you sorry 
for?" - ^ 

Mrs. Somerton. — *' I am sorry tliat 
you should conceive I have not the ability 
to console you in your distress." 
Air. Somerton. — It may be so !*' 
Mrs. Somerton. — It is so — pray tdlme 
what is the matter." 

3Ir. Somerton. — ^* You are the mat- 
ter!" 

Mrs. Somerton started — the surprise of 

the 
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the moment caused a sudden blush to 
mantle her features, and the 

of innocence, for the instant, to fetter her 
tongue. ** Good God !'* she at length 
ejaculated, " what can you mean ? Ho>v 
has aught that I have done operated to 
afflict vou ?" 

A tear trembled in her eye as she ap- 
proached him — but there was no trait of 
resentment in her countenance, though 
the momentary glow which surprise had 
caused there, had been succeecled by the 
paleness of the lily. 

** Speak to me/' she continued, ** tell 
me how I have offended, that I may 
avoid inflicting similar pain in future ?" 

3Ar. Somer f on --^^^ Cannot y OUT own 
heart inform you? Havel, indeed,, no 
reason to complain ?" 

Mrs. Somerton.r^^^ None that is know a 
to me !•' 

B 4 Mn 
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. Mr. Somerton, — *• You know not who 
tvas in the shrubbery while the keys were 
missing?*' 

With. a dignified firmness, such as vice 
can never assume, she energetically re- 
plied — 

*' On iny soul, I do not. If I had 
known, I would so have declared to your 
former question," 

Mr. Somerton. — ^* Unless you had had 
iveighty reasons for acting as you did/' 

Mrs. Somerton."^ ^' Gracious powers ! 
to what would your words allude? How 
am I to comprehend them?** 

Mr. So2nerto?i, — ^* Shall I speak. more 
plainly?" 

3Irs. So»?er/ow.— ** If youlove me, do.** 

3l7\ Somerton. — *' If I love you ! — Oh! 
•woman, woman, deceit is in your wiles, 
and wretchedness is the portion of Ihose 
Avho trust vou !'' 

\ The tears that had before only moistened 
the eyes of Mrs. Somerton, now trickled, 
in quick succession, down her face — 

^' BelieVe 
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^^ Believe me,'- she ejaculated, *' I never 
did, .and never can deceive yod — Of what 
would you accuse me?" 

Mr. Somerton. — ** Of nothing!** 
Mrs. Somerton. — " Then why should 
such unkind words escape yon?'* 

Mr. Somerton. — *' Osrick leaves us tO- 
morrow-rlet us not make, him unhlappy, 
the last evening, perhaps, he may ever 
puss with us; therefore return to your 
company, atid divulge not what has no\«r 
passed between us ; but 

*' Moclt the time with fairest «hew^— 
Let the faHe heart conceal 
'WbWthe false heart doth kndw.** 

« 

m 

Mrs. Somerton.*^** Have I deservedr 

# 

this treatment?" 

" Leave me/* he vehemently exclaimed, 
" or you'U drive mc mad." 

Mrs. Sojmerton retired. It was the first 
time that she had ever received a harsh 
word from her husband, and severely 
agonized was '^very fibre of her heart, 

- B 5 lut 
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In the perturbed state of her mind, it 
Iras impossible for her to return to the 
company in the drawTng-room, without 
being subject to such interrogatories as 
she was prohibited answering; for how 
could she account fpr her disordered ap-. 
pearance, without revealing what had 
been the cause of it? Of the conduct of 
Mr. Somerton, she could but think with 
astonishment and alarm; that jealousy 
had ruffled the even current of his temper 
with a stream of doubts respecting her- 
self, his words had too unequivocally 
evinced, to be misunderstood ; but, as 
there must be a second object, whose rec- 
titude of behaviour must be suspected, 
who that second object was, her sagacity 
could riot discover ; and least of all, did 
• her ideas rest on Belmont. Belmont, she 
knew, was regarded as the lover of Ale- 
thea, though some had supposed that he 
was not indifferent to Miss Stokes — he 
Was also the intimate friend 'of the Lieu- 
tenant^ and, for aught she kneiv to the 
. . ' con- 



contrary, much respected by hi^ fi^ther. 
These circumstances considered, ther^fore^ 
there was no singularity in her inot con^ 
ceiving that Belmonc had rendered him- 
self an object of suspicion to her hus* 
band ; and as she scarcely ever saw any; 
other male acquaintance, and none but 
such as were introduced tp her by Mr. 
Somerton, how was it possible that she 
should be enabled to draw any conclusions 
on the subject, that could appear at all 
feasible to herself? Conscious 

« 

JNNQCEKCE^ 

however, in the end, giving happiness to 
reflection, tranquillized her spirits. 

'■ What supn^ breast-pkte thaA ahnn untainted?" ^ 

To know that we are free from vice, 
and l^e unhappy long, is impossible. 

" There is no courag^e but in innocence ; 
No constancy^ but in an honest cause.*' 

B 6 , The 
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The courage of innocence now upheld 
Mrs. Somerton. Her alarms had softened, 
and resolved themselves into regrets ; and 
she now felt her spirits equal to the task 
of once nwre joining tiie party in the 
drawing-room, with a tolerable degree of 
composure. *' Time, "reflected Mrs. Somer- 
ton, ** cannot fail of restoring me to the 
good opinion of my husband, and of re- 
moving the prejudice he has so unac- 
eourttably imbibed.*' ^ . 

m 

In the words of Dryden, she might> 
with justice, have exclaimed — ^ 

** I thank the god9> no secret thougfits reproach me. 
No j I dare challenge Heaven- to turn me outward^ 
And shake my soul quite empty in' their sight.'* 

Or in the* JaiTguage of Phillips— 

^' O ! thou eternal Power, whose piercing. eye 

Discerns each secret guilt,— search thou my heart? 
And as thou knaw'^ me innocent,, suppoit me.** 

Be but the necessary time allowed for 

sober 
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sober investigation^ and almost invariably, 
as Shakespeare beautifully expresses, 

*' Innocence shall make 
False accusation blush^ and Tyranny 
Tremble at Patience.** 



*^ liirice is he arraM> that has his quirrel just } 
And he but naked, tho* lock'd up in steely 
Whose conscience with Injustice is corrupted* 



*! innocence 
Conced'd b the stoVn pleasure of the gods f 
Which never ends in shame, as that of men 
Doth oft-times do ; but like the sun breaks forth. 
When it hath gratified another world. 
And to our unexpecting eyes appears 
More glorious through its late obscurity •^'^ 



** On a S09I secure 
In native Invoeeace, or Grief, or Joy, 
Should make no deeper prints than lir retains f 
Where fleet alike the vulture and.the dove. 
And leave no trace." 

Mr 
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Mr. Somerton, when left to himself/ 
though agonized with doubts, still con- 
demned the unfeeling impetuosity of his 
conduct — suspicion, however, whispered 
to him, **Did not the crimson current glow 
inhercheeks, when you but insinuated an 
accusation of .dishonesty ?" but whether, 
called thither. by innocence surprised — 
offended, or conscious guilt, 'twas dif- 
ficult to determine. But as every thing 
appears yellow ta the jaundiced eye, the 
latter made the deeper impression on his 
mind, and increased the tortures he en- 
dured. 

Seizing the keys, he now prqceeded for 
the s^hrubbery, paced hastily its various 
winding walks, but without making any 
new discovery, and then returned to the 
lK)use. 

• It was now evident to him, that who- 
ever it was that had previously returned 
the keys to the hook, must have been the 
very person he had seen from the window 
of the room above; and 
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THE FRUITLESS EKQUJRY 

was extended farther — the servants were 
severally and collectively interrogated— 
but all denied having any knowledge of 
that, subject their master so anxiously 
wished to have elucidated. 

Baffled in his designi and chagrined in 
consequence,' Mr. Sonierton, at length, 
attempted to compose his spirits. Again 
he blartied his precipitate conduct to his 
wife; and though he fully agreed with 
the bard, that 

'* Undue suspicion is more abject baseness^ 
Even than the guilt suspected^*' 

yet could he not cleanse his mind of the 
foul doubts that lurked there. 

In a state of comparative tranquillity^ 
lie, however, at length returned to the 
drawing-room, and was. not a little sur- 
prised to find that ]3elmont had returned 
thither before him. 

//I have been taxing Belmont, ". said 

Alethea^ 
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Alethea, as Mr. Somer.ton entered the 
room, ** with being in the shrubbery just 
now, but he denies it — was not the per-^ 
son we saw, Mr. Somerton, very like 
him?" 

'* You thought so at the time, I re- 
member," dryly answered Mr. Somerton,. 
*^ though the distance was too obscured 
by twilight, for me so particularly to dis- 
tinguish the object." ' 

** Why what do you suppose," laugh- 
ingfy said Belmont to Alethea, ** I could 
want in the shrubbery at that hour ?" 

** Wliat you wanted there," archly re- 
plied Alethea, *' is the very thing we wish 
to find out — now do have the candour to 

tell us." 

Mr. Somerton fixed his eyes upon his 
wife — faint lineaments of regret were yet 
visible in her countenance, intermingled 
with those indescribable traits which con- 
scious purity only can give, to render the 
features heavenly and interesting, ** I 

must confess," she now mildly observed, 

i< it 
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'^ it would give iwe pleasure to know who 
it was there ; for I have not so little of 
my sex's weakness as to be entirely with- 
out curiosity.*' 

** It can be of no consequence," re- 
marked the Lieutenant, " who was there 
— therefore, had it been Belmont, what 
motive could have prompted him to con- 
ceal it?" 

* ** None in the world," said lie; when, 
turning his attention to Alethea, he con- 
tinued — ** Are you not ashamed of your- 
self, you little bewitching chatterbox, to 
bring me into such a dilemma ?" 

A laugh succeeded, and the conver- 
sation reverted to another channel. 

If Mrs. Somerton had been rendered ^ 
unhappy by what had occurred, she 
had sufficient command over her feel- 
ings, to prevent her uneasiness from 
^.becoming manifest to the company; 
and Mr. Somerton *s mind appeared to 
have experienced considerable relief, iu 
nolicing the innocent placidity of his 

wife 
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wife — for reason told him, that it was^'m- 
possible for conscious guift to betray au 
unconcern so easy, and at the same time, 
so dignified, as that which it then gave 
him pleasure to notice. 

THE DEP2lRTVnE 

of Osrick, the time for which was fast 
approaching, was again freely talked bf ; 
his regiment was at Southampton, and at"^ 
Southampton he proposed being himself 
before the ensuing evening. Towards 
midnight the party separated— the Lieu- 
tenant having taken an affectionate leave 
of his visiting friends — nor did the tears 
which glistened in ' the bright eyes of 
Alethea, as she faltering articulated a 
last adieu, escape- his notice. 

By six o'clock on the following morn* 
ing, a post-chaise was at the door of the 
Lodge. Early as it was, Mr. and Mrs. 
Somerton were taking breakfast with the 
'Lieutenant ; and before seven o'clock they 

saw 
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saw him 'depart, attended by his servant 
on horseback. - 

Mr. Somerton, though his regrets that 
his son had left him were visible, ap- 
peared, in a great measure, to have over- 
come those jealous fears that had tortured 
him on the preceding day. His conduct, 
to his wife was again affectionate and ten- 
der^ — her pleasure at the alteration she 
perceived in him, was great ^tnd sincere— 
nor did she once remind him of his sin- 
gular conduct towards her but the day 
before. 

Ten days had elapsed from the Lieu- 
tenant's departure, and Belmont had 
visited the Lodge but once. 

ilENT2LL SERENITY 

Mr. Somerton again enjoyed — the defa- 
matory remarks he had heard at the ball, 
and otlysr unpleasant incidents, lie had 
nearly fqrgOtten — Ws all of happiness he' 
once more rapturously contemplated in 

the 
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the virtuous and endearing society of his 
wife. 

" We of^en see against some storm, 

A silence in the Heav'ns, the rack stand stil^ 
The bold winds speechless, and the orb below 
As hush'd as death." 

How fleeting are the pleasures of this 
life ! — to-day the spirits mount in extacy^ 
and not a cloud th.e horizon of our pro- 
spects exhibits to curb our exultations ; 
and yet ere the sun, which shone upon 
the bliss of the morning, hath sunk in 
silent subh'mity in the west, jarring and 
unexpected events — 

" The ridden thoughts, hagg*d with bppressive fears. 
Have sunk the spirits to the depth of hell." 

Mr. Somerton, the twelfth day after his 
son had. left him, had been tapay a visit 
to Annette, at Mrs. Manderson's, and 
was pleased to find that her health was 
nearly reestablished. He had left her 
but a short time, when meeting with a 

friend 
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fttend or tnro m the town, he was in- 
duced to take dinner with them ; and a 
messenger was dispatched to the Lodge, 
to inform Mrs. Somerton, that probably 
it might be late in the evening before he 
returned. 

Mr. Somerton, however, finding him- 
self rattier unweli towards the evening, 
withdrew much sooner than he had at 
first intended, and reached the Lodge 
about an hour after the close of the day. 

The evening was pleasant — the wind 
was scarcely felt — the sky was clear, and 
the twinkling stars shoijie brightly. The 
irradiating influence of the moon, also, 
combined to hold, as it were, the gloom 
of pight under subjection, and distinctly 
shew the various objects on the globe's 
surface, in the absence of the sun. 

Mr. Somerton, on entering his resi- 
dence,' enquired of the servant who let 
him in, if his mistress was above, in the 
drawang-room? and was answered in the 
negative. She had been abisent about 

half 
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half an hour, and the servant believed 
that she was taking a^n evening walk in the 
shrubbery. 

Mr. Somerton, repressing his 

■ 

coolly bade the servant retire, and wa§ 
presently in the shrubbery likewise. He. 
had been there but a short time before he 
beheld, at a distanqe, Mrs. Somerton; 
and, to his inexpressible mortitication and 
eurprise, saw that Belmont was with her ! 

All his former fears were now revived— 
nay more, he felt that, they were con- 
firmed—there needed, he imagined, but 
such a proof of his wife's incontinence, 
to curse her in his estimation for ever. 

Transfixed as itwere to earth, he gazed, 
in agony indescribable, on the distant 
' objects— he saw Belmont raise ,her hand 
to Jiis. lips, his wife nothing loath, for 
she:in|ade no efifort to withdr^^w her liand 
ifism yv& licentious pressure. He saw her 
■>-'' iiii accompany 
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accompany him to the outer gate— ;|pgaitt 
her hand was raised to Belmont's h'ps> and 
kisses imprinted on it— and her handker- 
chief waved an adieu as he departed. He 
beheld her lock the gate after him, and ^ 
shape her course down the walk to where 
he was standing* 

ANOEU 

heated his heart, and inflamed his visage, 
as the distance gradually lessened betweieil 
them J and execrations seemed ready to 
issue from his lips — 

** With fiery cjrcs, and with cdntraCted brows. 
He coin'd his face in the severest stamps 
And farjr Bbook his fkbridc Hke an t aftbqnake." 

Their, eyes at length met — Mrs/ Somer^ 
ton stalled — she appeared confused — but 
ere • a wovd could be uttered by her, he 
vociferateii — 

* * Vile wretch ! thy perfidy is up longer 

hid from me.: infamous woman ( my 

forrner suspicions of thy, basejoeas were 

. 6 . • thea 
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then %nt too correct. Well mayest thou 
tremble, viper — demon — oh ! be perdition 
the reward of thy iniquity !" 

** Heavenly powers protect me !'* re* 
jspired Mrs. Somerton, trembling univer- 
sally at the agitated and almost convulsed 
state in which she beheld him. 

Mr. Somerton. — ** Wanton! hast thou 
deserved such protection?'' 

* 

Mrs. Somerton.^-^^^ That righteous and 
Omnipotent being, who formed and go- 
verns the universe, will not desert the 
innocent in their affliction." 

Mr» Somerton.-^ ^* Innocent ! Impious, 
deceitful .wretch, wouldst thou class thy- 
self of the number of the innocent?" 

Mrs. Somerton.*-^^^ I would; and in 
the holy assurance of purity, I doubt not 
but Heaven will recognise my cUim." 

Mr. Semerton. — '* Thy name shall be 
blotted from Heaven's records for ever- 
art thoii not an adulteress?" ' 

Mrs. Somerion.-^^* No ! no I or your 
words would kill me,'' 

Mr. 
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Xi^\ SoTncr'tdrt:—*'' DiA' I nrtt#ythe' 
vHlafninnrpriiit'kiss^S'off tliy h&ml, whidl,' 
tempted td irtlquky'by the libidinous dd** 
sires of thy lifcut,^ th6tt extended * to- ' 
wAfd^ liiTtt? 'did! nOtbehfaW him ? Tit- 
tures^rick the fi^tid 'et(jfnaHy--^<id 'for" 
thee—--"'; 

J/rrf/ Smertonr-^*^ Oh ! ddnot curs'ef" 
me'— Indeed, indeed, ybu were de»" 
calved." ' ' 

^ifer;*; Shnttrtdn:--** Deceived! ' saMr" T' 
nbt BetrTio«t?«^ith theer'*" 

Mh. Smertdn.—** You-did— yoo did ' 

Mr. Somerton.-~*' Out of my srgfti,' j 
lest I forget thae thou^iarv ^>M Oman, aud 
trample thee beneath my feet.'* 

3ih/ SBttiffMrii-^'^'Ai-yoW hope' fdf' 
irfrt'cy ybui*^e!f-hefeaft^,'*tor'nie now-"^^* 
' J/*'; &»?tr/tf»i— ^'Wbukfet- tUbu den^ ' 
ihy^nHt?" ' 

Mrs. Somcrton.-^** Listen but to -triy' 
M^iSa, ' aiid- ybU'shikll^ fiiidf'that I'have 
dt|tt(!!%M§h« >t#hilirtt ytiur Vl}^^li<«sttre.-"— ' 

**ytt. II. c As 
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As shef^tered the last words, she etid^^* 
voured to take his hand — but, muttering 
curses, he cast her rudely from him with 
disgust, and hastily departed. 

In a state but little short of actual 
madness, Mr. Somertoti reached the Lodge 
— at one instant resolving to quit it foi* 
ever, and the next^, to order the doors to 
be locked against his wife* His rage then 
turned towards Belmont, and he deter- 
mined that another day should not clos^ 
without his having inflicted a punishment 
on him suitable to his deserts. Osrick 
next occupied his thoughts— he now re- 
gretted 

his son had been sd suddenly compelled 
to take, more than ever — and in the fever 
of his ibind, he endeavoured to draw up 
a letter for him^ to apprize him of his dis*' 
tre8S4 

The Lieutenant^ little dreaming of what 
would happen to render his friends mise*' 

rabte 



table 80 soon after his departure, h^^ com'* 
ixlenctd his journey, if not with a light 
hearty with that feel of self-approbation 
which a rigid attention to his duties only 
could glvfe. 

Travelling at a brisk pace, and losing 
but little time at the close of the respec-* 
tive stages, he had grossed the waterjr 
boundary of Sussex by inid-day, and 
entered Havatit, where having taketi a 
glass of wine and wateir and a biscuiti he 
iagain set forward, for SouthamptonT. ,, 

The day, fortunately, happened io be 
exceedingly fine, and the Lieutenant^ 
riding with the windows down, found 
ample food for amusement/ in reviewing 
the surrounding country, and the more 
immediate objects as he passed them. 

About three miles from Havant. he 
overtook a tall hearty man, who was tra- 
velling on the road, with a small bundle 
at the end of a stick, which he supported 
on his shoulder. As the chaise passed hiin^ 
the Lieutenant obtained a full view of his 

c 2 ^ face, 
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thought your uniform bespoke you of the 
army — an officer in the marine service, I 
'suppose; and a birth on board-ship you" 
would willingly look out for me, whether 
I had the inclination to accept it or not. 
I thought you were too civil by hulf." 

** Your suspicions are groundless," 
said Osrick? " in that particular you have 
nothing: to fear from nie.'* 

'* May be not," remarked the other; 
' *'* though I would sooner sup with Belze-^ 
^ub than trust you." 

'."Pray," said Osrick, paying; no at- 
f tention to his latter words, ** have you 
any riecollection of having seen me be- 
fore?" 

The man looked more intently at him. 
^is manner suddenly appeared rather em- 
Ibarrassed:; ** I think I have»" he at 
length hesitatingly replied — ''that is, it 
' 'may have been that I have seen you be- 
fore, or it may not." 

The Lieutenant described whei> and 
whcre^ they bad previously met, which 

increased 
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increased his embarrassment, but obtained 

ft 
no answer. 

** There were sogie singular circum-* 
stances/' observed Osrick, *' that iute* 
Vested, and, I may say, alarmed me, ioi 
the cottage I allude to, and which I have 
an anxibqs desire should be explained. 
Now if you can give me the information 
I want, this purse of gold shall be your 
reward/* 

The man eyed the purse which Osrick 
exhibited to him with a wistful eyc-^ 
then took a side glance at the postillion, 
as welt as at the servant on horseback be- 
hind. 

** You ate going to Portsmouth, Sir?** 
he at length observed. 

Osrick told him that he should coii« 
tinue at Portsmouth but a short time«— 
his destination being Southampton. 

" Where," enquired the other, '^ shall 
I find you at Southampton T* 

The Lieutenant stated to what regiment 

c 4 he 
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.heteV>f}giBd,.^i}d. gave hjnftja.c^rd With 
his name. 

' '. I (jare. »ot .^wpply . with ypuF ijequest 
.,here, "; .said the n?an ; *' t)|it. at Sguth- 
, aipptQji^ iQ a day or twQ aV farthest, , I'll 

entitk thyself to ,s(^T>ei pf tbc..^Qjd,fliat 
^ y9U.se.^n[i 30 ,wHli|ig to. part with." 

Odri^k fi^lt disappointed at theprc^>Qsed 

delay— at first he felt..an.iQcUpatiQni. Vfith 

the assistance of his servant^ to.hay^^fle- 
Jtai^ed thejttx^q >y)iether,)iftwxHjld OF^ot — 

the Qth^r,. JiQWQver, seemed tq g^c»3, what 
. bii» fjipugfetsv >i^€re,. as,lie,. poipted to ^be 
, Jow. ihigk hf;dge,tQ hi^/riglit, ^ji)i<difiatj[ng 

that he had the means of escaping in, ^ is 
-pi^weF, , io,.W-lwe.,ua^:P?r^J>n.,,on jiorse- 

back could very e^jly j^ollpw bim^^and 
. >yhere tbpse (oq . fppt,. not ^ite so. w^ll ^c- 

quairitedt.with the ^ grounds » as, himself, 

would^ ,st,SLn4 .but littl^ct^ajace of ppming 
^iip.jvith Ijiim, 

The Lieutenant,. tJjerefore,.. as the^like- 

ligst ni^thpd to. avoid Aillimatf cjisappoint- 
,ment^ agreed that , the otiier should pay 

him 



.l\\m a^ yiyBit.,at SQuthafflptOPrnpre^ji^iDg 
, bim with a guinea... as an ^^arpesV off.tbfLt 
^r^vvard wbjch. M^puld ?Ue04 Ahq perforga- 
ance of bis prQipise. * 

The maa now darted off, outstripping 
the chaise ; and tuf.ni|i^^ inHbe end, by a 
narrow zig-zag path, through a small 
op^ping.iiv the hedge, disappeared. 

,Had the Liqy tenant, been inclined: that 
. his servant .^bPuH bave.dpgg^d hjiny for 
;the purpose of discQverifig , where.be- 
• dwelt, it cw\d scarcely have ans.w$r9d 
, any. purpose,, as be must bave.p^^or^nedi 
the task on foot, or rather he wouldijrioU 
have been .enabled tQ perform it at all, 
from bis t^tal ignoranoe of ;.the gropnds' 
be would have had to crgss. , Ueside% the 
other having oi)ce djscoyered that ba y^fis^ 
watched,, ^vpuld not only b£|ve g^na; Mfjde 
. of bis bftine, bnt, of, po^fse, . .^KQM^d j.de- 
cline attending the l^iQutenantat So^t/i- 
amptpn, i. lest ui^plfasant (^pnsequcnQess 
should resvilt therefrom . to himself. 
Scarcely. sati|9fied. with bU conduct, - how 

c 5 every, 
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eVh^,'ift tiOt haVrtig exeFted him^Belf to de- 
tain him^ Osricfc continued his journey, 
and reached Southampton in time to dine 
with bis brother officers at 



The Lieutenant was- respected by every 
>otecer in the.r&giihent, and all expressed 
themseiv^cs happy to see hrm. Thedinii«r 
•overi an extra ptoportion of wine gare 
Interest to the festf ve board, as a com- 
plimentary" tribute of respect to Osrick's, 
^v^lcoine retiirti;-^ ' ' 
' In tiie course of the evening, the Coto- 
* lifefl informed Osrick, that the regiment 
JKirf received orders to- hold itself in I'ca- 
din^s to embark for Monte Video, at a 
ttibmefit's = notice. The General who 
was to have the command of the expedi- 
"tibn, hfe said, would shortly be at Ports- 
mouth, for which place, doubtless, they 
wbiild remove in a day or two* 
' ' ** If it must be so/' observed 

« 
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** it must — for ^y part, I have no objec« 
tioB to the smell of powder." 

♦^ On a fi^ld-day," remarked Captain^ 
Dreadnought. , 

** Why, on such occasions/*^ with a 
forced smile, replied the other, ^Mt is 
not only pleasant, but, what's better, 
harmless. '*^ 

*' The whizzing of the shot for me !" 
exolaimed Dreadnought; ^^ that's the 
music that should be familiar, as veil as^ 
acceptable, to the ears of a soldier. '^ 
^ Imbecile shrugged bis shoulders, but: 
said nothing. 

It will sometimes happen, that the pri- 
vilege of wearing the scarlet livery of ho- 
nour, shall induce an individual to en* 
roll his name with those of the brave de- 
fenders of their native isle^ with whoni 
no other consideration whatever could 
£0 have operated. Such an individual 

* C 6 ' Mas 



was Imbecile. His friends were opulent. 

His father^jiac^-jgaj^i^eij a^^ fortune, in pur- 
suing the avocation of a tobacconist; and, 
.ta bid3oi;)'s entr^satiesy Xiad pur<sba9ed him 

an eusigncy^^to^vien^er iiim^ rfv not. ser- 
*; viccable).4a~.J|[iis^ coj^Mitry,- an^ acceptable 

plaything for the ladies. 

'\ To hift.figupeyi^horty slender, ,aJid fra- 
,. gile, wa&,uyiit^ a,.aai^stil;utiQa of rather 
. a.ij}elieate» d^sfU'ipttoDk .Not a thought 

had he ever bestowed on the Jik^lihoad: 

: there was^MOn .his join^lig Ishe^aruay, of his 

;,.1^eiug.4alhed oai;t^,face).th£^ enemies x>f his 

. «eou»try ^hrpad;> ajid bewas.Qne of thosa 

w!io . ideeujed « it.:. caiuptetely , inij)0ds.ible, 
t that .aOriOppgrtttuity, qjijuld .cver^b^ aflpprded- 

him of doing it at home. 

: (7alauJa*ipgi( tberrfpre^,.fWpon ;the cer- 
..tiiinty of:;periaonal ^Gurky, his commis* 
;aion HadiJ^ea procured. He. had. not 
joined ihkregini^nti more than six oKiaths^ 

...duringrwhiebdtimehis conduct bad heen> 
V haughty, and/ disgusting, to the subordi- 
^. aates^ «(whqi ojE^course;. djalikodbim gene- 

^^ rally) 



.i,j*Ily),,ftn4)pftei^.n)e9,ply secvjle, toj bis §u- 
. peworsinppmm^od. 

. The 9xchr whipb the .r^gipnqnt |iad re- 
.. reived: sunk depp into . his Ue^rt,, ,and. 
w; .naukkd Jtb^re ? li^i wpqld > J^ave igjven liisv 
..,€ar9 ta..bave thrown: MP his commissipn, 
: hut .the drea4 {Of ,b€;ing stigmatiaae^.aa a 
coward. pi;eveQt^d \}\m i- Jiis principal hpp^y 
y ; therefore^ was^ithat th^ teirihleoirder which 
banished sleep by^n^ght^ and menta} ease 
, by day,, wpald jet iijeet. with a counter- 
mand. 

•The conversation at the pfiess painedi 
rbim.not a little;, and the^ remarks o£ 

« 

.heightened thpse. ii^t^rnal, sensations of 
; pttsillanimity, whiph^ in spite;of hisjefforts 
to suppress^ occasionally threatened ex- 
ternally to exhibit tbjq^i^elves. 

Dr€adnQMght,.,had» ^>een .in^the arjjny 

upwards of five-:an4r.twenty . years-^his 

<.. own ..merits and gersevgfance Jiad raisedi 

/ *: him 
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him t6 the^conitnand of a company, and 
he lived in the hope of deserving farther 
promotion. He could not boast of avery^ 
illustrious descent — but what was better, 
he could boast of an honourable one. His 
father had been an honest tradesman, who 
had brought up a large family by his own 
industry, and who had at all times been 
distinguished for fair dealings. Contrary 
to his wisheS) his son had enlisted for a 
soldier — but the regimentals once fairly 
on his shoul3ers, he never attempted to 
induce hhn to take them off— it had been 
a livery of his own ch using, and he felt 
that if his boy never disgraced that, 
it could never disgrace htm. Each op- 
portunity that was afforded him, did 
he, with fatherly fervency, recomrnend 
to his son never* to be deficient in the 
duties that his station required — nor 
were his admonitions disregarded — and 
joy gave ' increased animation to his 
heart, and affectionate exultation to 
his 80ul> whea, at the expiration of 

the 
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•Hie two first yeai*s of his service, he fouird 
that the exemplary conduct of his bey 
had obtained him the honour of beafing. 
• a BHtish halbcrt. - 

Several years now passed away^ durinfg 
which time Serjeant Dreadnought had 
often- shewed a bold" front to the enemnes 
of his country abroad, and had been 
rewarded with a pair of colours^ A liett- 
tenamsy soon after followed ; and farther 
services, together with considerable prize- 
money, in the end gave htm the command 
of a company. 

His father closed an honourable atid 
"useful life, soon after his son, as a Cap- 
tain^ had last returned from abroad — His 
son was with him in his dying moments, 
to receive his blessiiig, and to close his 
eyes, though the task had well nigh 
broken his manly heart. His mother paid 
the debt of nature many (years before. 
Several brothers- and sisters, whose wel- 
fares weils dear to him, still lived to share 
his wealth*— that wealth with which for- 
tune 
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ji Ati Jbis tjni^^bei Wjap, in hisjortieth year,. 

^and biaving been once disa^paipted ia-;tbc 

tend<9*^i^ipnj,^d?atb b^v^pg ;rq|^b^d hiim 
,^f tb? pbjf?ct,,on w^hfttn his b^^idptpd, 
. jfiid, that.?po>at ft;thn€^;\ybfi> be> tholigbtjiep 
, his own, as the., nuptial ni(;>rn waa fixed, 
-the recollection )of,,hig» irrepa^gilJl^ Joss bad^ 

prevfinted: biS) i/o;:nW«gi any .,9tl)er*,con- 
. n^e^jon^i.tl^ati, might ImV'^.f^ootbed his $pr« 

4«>>^^3,in ,thepilk€nJ[^iid^:Pf^w^^ w ^ 

His manners were unsophisticated andi 
il^lunt-l-buJktruth waft bis (jopst^nt attend- 
.^ant, ajid bis tono;uQ was i>ever kn0>vn to> 
rht 4isgraced by. U^^e voluntary, utterance 
,of, af9.Uel)9Pd. 

i iylis, |)ev$on., was athletic, and.nol^yn- 
i graceful— hi$ cQaijtenfuice was. ruddj^. 
..Qppn,.;au^i e^tpre^jiY^STr^leqeit badnqr^sii- 
. 4encc in.ii-^ai^idigmfilBdilntrepidity hacl. 
. placecil^fber strQJQgest jp^rj^s^ piV his m^nly 

brow. ' . . 

» 

his 



*'J^at as,.fcr ,a..^oe,.,\fhy. (be'd.^at l/iim 

• - Not the bhital forte 
'J r'^^'^ulgarhctoct, but tfae ftrm fenohre 

Of^ifttttiadof teascm.- He wlie thl|ikt 
; /iirit||#iAihe|r M ff> iliine ia deeda.«f aims, 

A dreani} avkpoar, ot^Lmi^&tg ^ 

■ - ^ - • ■ . 

Mount in a troubled and unrutjr^itf:/«a^ } 
. (Ifh^ fpyl'^ ip Mpp^r fea|, aa(l ipj»9^|,tti^re 
Presiding, guides, its cool or warmer motions.** 

On the ensanguined field of gl»ry, thi- 
ther led by, imperious^ duty, and an in-* 
jured country's cause, Dreadnought had 

; 5^^0fjshfjmkcy'n.vylj»<^^ti»fthar^tof,Jh^^d > 

^Uid paus*d upon the danger." 

<^ Thougli 
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' Thtrngh terrible in battfe, cotiipa^SToa 
^ dwelt in his heart, and a prostrate foe never 
solicited liis clemency in vain. * It was 
not so much to destroy the man he fought, 
as to gain the object of the war — and 
that victory wias always the most grateful 
' to his Jspul, that had b^en ob^ined with 
the slightest eifusion of blood. He was^ 
cruel but to be just; and Honour £U> 
knowledged him as one of her most de- 
serving votaries. 

He had ever been pdrtial to Osrick 'r 
and the Lieutenant> long since, had 
numbered biai in the list of his most es* 
teemed friendsw 

The next day, Osrick joined the regi- 
ment on 
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The brave fellows in the tanks appeared 
to regard his return with pleasure — they 
knew his worth, * and could but rejoice at 
beholding him. 



An officer may be a rigid disciplinariaOj 
and yet live in the 'hearts of his men. 
Human nature revolts at oppression — 
the breath of curses floats in the air which 
a tyrant inhales, and -fills his bosom with 
distrusts ; but confidence, inspiring con- 
fidence, animates the soul of him whose 
' actions are mercifully correct — and who 
knows that his conduct to his inferiors is 
entitled to their praise — their gratitude — 
their support. — In the hour of peril, he 
feels himself secure — he looks upon every 
object around him as on a frjend he can 
trust— nor is he deceived-reach strives to 
merit his applause — each cheerfully ha- 
zards life, to pluck the laurel from the 
reeking bed' of war, which they hope to 
see blossom on their beloved commander's 
brow. 

A general so esteemed, shall be the 
terror of his enemies; whilst the tyrant 
shall only be feared by those he vainly 
considers as his friends. 

Two generals attended the parade otk, 

thift. 
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this occa^iop-rrGener^ls L — xand C— n ; 
the men eyed them, with looks beamina: 
visible satisfaction^— their talents, ttey 
kjnew, .were undisputed—afld ^that. rry]d 
urbanity wV^chj^eyer accQmpanjed their 
orders, liad |-endere.d,them dear to British 
soldiers, .>\rhb.se obedience to their wUls 
seemed more the sp.o^tanebus effect of 
grateful inclination, than the. recoUec* 
tion of that superior power which .com- 
mauded,. and cpuld enforce unquajified 
Compliance. Obedience to^ such supe* 
riors^ yas t;^he most ple^s^in^ part of theilr 
duty. — in their presence, pleasure and duty 
went hand in hand, for loyal upanimity 
ever predominated, 
/ftp troops; h^^^^ 
in "review order, iupp^n and close cplumn, 
the line was again formed, and their des- 
tination for foreign service announced. 
Huzzas liow rent the air — they exulted 
in the prospect of glory opening to .t;h^m, 
and the benefits Jhat . th^ir dear native 
l^nd might derive thierefropi — each man 
V «s ■' appearedi 
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ttpj|>cafed*i tiero— m'truth he was so — nor ' 
will tlieFr' grateful countrymen "ever dis- 
ptfie tfieTr chitri to the distinguishing^ 
^piiA^j so obtaihed and so deserved. 

The parade over, and the subordinates 

■ .'I.I. 

dTsniiisie'd^ the officers con gr rat lilatcd each 
■ mother upon what had happened ; even 
InibecTIe affected to be in high spirits, 
tfiougli Ins deFicate countenance was much 
p^er 'tlian usual/ 

Xnat* <lay t Be 'generals partook of 

^ jl'JtirJBNTEMT^lyMENT 

given by the offVcersr at the-mest. The 
dinner war^ejieeWrtit/ withdiit* being pro- 
fu8e--economy'dld'n«t ajirfie&t' to have 
presided over the procuring of itj. neitiier 
had ostentatious exlrava»ance any thing. 
to do with the furnishing of the festive 
. board. 

The table- cloth 'removed^ the reins to 
hilarity was given, and its guidance w^, 
gpjierally enjoyed. Many vollitSj from 

pieces 
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pieces loaded to the muzzle with grdpip.^ 
vftvc disihaf*gedy in honour of England^*, 
King —the lasses they lovecl — atid the 
heroes suorn to defend thenii or perish ia 
thei|ttempt. 

'ftie fears of tmbecile were drowned itt~ 
the genuine tide of tnirth — every martial 
toast 6t sentiment, in the words of 
Sgiiire Atrcs^ itl Sheridan's admirable 
comedy of the Rivals^ was ** a Grena-*- 
dier's March" to his heart. Military 
subjects among them were liberally dis- 
cussed — the veterans of honourable ser- 
vice 

** Fbu^t til thieir biittiea o'er t|;aih> 
And thrice thqr routed all their foes^ 
And dnke they slew the tlaiii." 

Several days toow passtd dver, during 
which time an oirder for 

A 

of thb riegirotBni to Portsmouth, for em- 

barkationi 
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barkation, had been almost hourly ex- 
pected; and Touring which time Osrick 
had been more mortified than disappointed^ 
in n^t having seen the mail wh5 had pro- 
mised to visit him at Southampton. ^J^ 

Th6 whole of what had befallen ^m 
while he had been on leave df absence,, 
he had communicated to his friend Cap- 
tain t)read nought, who laughed at some 
parts of the narrative, particularly his 
.description of the ghost, and betrayed 
serious surprise at others ; and some kind 
of discovery, he was of opinion, would 
. have been made, had Grassingly been 
apprehended^ as Osrick had ^t first de^ 
signed. 

The appearance of the man at South- 
hampton, that Osrick had overtaken 
while journeying tlrither, he conceived 
was very unlikely — he might have beieil 
concerned in the pnurder that had been 
committed In the cottage — and it was not 

feasible that he would risk being detected, 

if 
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if-siJch were the case, for the^ paTtr^^' '. 
cohdWeratiotf of a few' prcces 'of ge^Mi' 
The?' Capffaitl Tegretfer that ht' ha!d» not 
been Whh Osrick whtti ^h6 last srfw the 
mai^as it Vbuld have giv^ri hittr pteasiirt" 
to'h^d'^been" iMt;rumttital'*to liis deten- 
tion,- -as' tte' eausfe -of jiistic^, he felt^- 
wduld have been" aided by sitfeh a tiiea- 

The order at length* arrived, fdr tfife 
reimival of the reglkticfntj afld 'the " day*' 
foUowirig''the' battalion en tfrrSir Potts- 
mouth.* ' 

The v;h6le'Df 'tlie*'transjtorts^, however, 
tlfertined to'-reieivi- the' rcfspeitiVe'regi^ ^ 
nrents, had not yet arrived, consequently^' 
theirfefiibftkatiori^wks*/ bP nfefertlity ; pbrt- 
foned.*' 

In*tR^^kfte#!io©h sabJeqtientto the ti^f 
of thfefr r(?achiri^*Pbrtsnioiith{-thK^ Lieft- ' 
tefikntfeccohlpafnied'Cfeptditt*I>i*eadiib«^lif^ 
to^tdke leavfc bfa^riWa^of b!^, wha ri^' ' 

sided ^t'Hafatit,wbfe*t^Ticl3fdihieds ati*' 

continuj^d 
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continued until nearly midnight, before 
tkey remounted their horses to return to 
their quarters* 

Tlie night was bright — the moon was 
nearly at the full — and the stars, from a 
<:loudless sky, contributed tlieir influence 
to enlighten and enliven the world be- 
neath. 

The two soldiers, in close conversation, 
lyad left Havant about half a mile in their 
rear, when the rattling of a carriage ad- 
vancing, arrested their attention. They 
both turned. their heads to observe it — 

, A PQST'CH2iISE 

and four horses, they distinctly perceived, 
the horses being nearly at the top of their 
speed. There was no out-rider. As the 
chaise passed them, one of the windows 
was suddenly and forcibly let down, and 
a shriek, and a cry of ''Help! Help! 
for God's sake, help!" from a female, 
pierced their ears. 

VOL. IT. D All 
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An appeal so forcible to the feelings of 
the soldiers, could not be withstood — 
they were both actuated by the same im- 
pulse — tliey might have been called to 

TffE Risscxr£ 

•of innocence, and neither felt inclined to 

;^ neglect the summons. Without uttering 

- »■ 

■ ^^. word, tliercfore, they both applied the 
spurs to their horses, and dashed for* 
ward. 

Rapidly as the chaise went, they pre* 
sently overtook it, and Dreadnought, in 
a thundering tone, commanded the pos- 
tillions to halt. At first they did not ap^ 
pear disposed to obey him, but observing 
him and his companion take a pistol each 
frotn their holsters, they thought it pru- 
rient to comply with his request. Ere the 
chaise, however, was well stopped, one , 
of the front glasses was lowered, and a 
hand, armed with a pistol, was thrust 
from it 

** Drop 
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** Drop the muzzle of your weapon," 
Soared Dreadnought, presenting his own, 
** or you are dead in a second !" 

Tlie hand was instantly withdrawn. 
Tl^cy now heafd some persoi\ strugglinj^ 
in thB chaise. *'"Who are you?" at 
length exclaimed some man within it, 
•* and why, like plundering assassins, do 
you stay ttiy progress on the King's high^ 
^ay?" 

Dteadrtoughi. — **Fair words, good Sir, 
and us and our intentions shall presently 
te made known to you." 

Stranger. — " Let the carriage pass.—^ 
Postillions, drive on — drive on, I say." 

Dreadnought. — '* Tiiey dare as well 
beat out their own brains as obey you." 

Stranger. — '* What do you want ?" 

Dreadnought.-^*^ To know who is your 
companion ; and why the ciy for assist- 
ance was uttered that brought us here.'* 

The strugglrag in the chaise was con- 
tinued. ** Drive on," again vociferated 

D 2 the 
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i he stranger, ^' and if either of them at- 
tempts to interrupt you, that instant I*H 
shoot him.'* ^ 

*' Be sure you take good aim," coolly 
remarked the Captain, ** for if you miss 
either of us, yoxi purchase your own de- 
struction/' 

A piercing shriek from a female was 
again heard — but it was not repeated. 

** Who have you with your" now furi- 
ously exclaimed the Captain. 

Stranger. — ** Since you will force the 
secret from me," in more softened tones 
lie answered, ** know then I have iny 
wife with me — she had eloped from my 
<lwelling, but I overtook, and have pre- 
served her from infamy." • 

Dreadnought. — ** Let the lady speak — 
let her confirm your words that she is your 
wife, and we'll instantly depart." % 

Stranger. — *' Alas! I fear she has 
faijited, through the alarm that you uu- 
\visely have been the cause of." 

Dreadnought. 
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r Dreadnought. — *' Then for Heaven's 
sake let the door of the chaise be opened 
to^yveher air." 

Strang^. — *^ We shall soon be at the 
end of the stage, if you'll let the carriage 
pass — Postillions, drive on !*' 

Dreadnought, — ** Not an inch till T 
bid them, if they value their lives." 

Stranger. — ** That the lady is my wife, 
their words can confirm — therefore, ia 
mercy^ detain us- no longer." 

The Captain addressed the postillions. 
They both observed, that the lady in the 
carriage was the gentleman's wife. 

Dreadnought. — ** What is thegentle-^ 
man's name ?" 

The postillions hesitated— the Captain 
smiled. 

Dreadnought. — " It is truly singular 
that you should know that the parties in 
the carriage are man and wife, and, at 
the same time, be ignorant of their 



names." 



The postillions, at the same instant; 

j> 3. exclaimed,- 
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exclaimed, the one Martin^ and the otfcer 
Smith. 

Jtyreadnought. — *' Which of you am I 
to believe?" 

Stranger^-^^^ Both ! My name is Mar^ 
tin Smiih. I insist that they instantly 
drive on." 

Dreadnought. — ** Excuse me — they 
must not proceed so suddenly — I am not 
satistied that they have spoken the truth. '*^ 

Stranger, — *^ But you will not dispute 
my word !" 

Dreadnought. — */ After what has hap- 
pened, you must pardon me if I do." 

Stranger.--^^^ This insult shall not go 



tmrevenged — to-morrow " 

Dreadnought. — *' Will be time enough 
to adjust that difference — But the suspi-^ 
cions which you have excited in me must 
be allayed to^nifi^ht.". 

Osrick, hitherto, ha.d been a silent 
•spectator of what had passed — He had 
;been struck with astonishment at hearing 
I llie voice: of the. person in the chaise — ^the 

tones 
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tones of it, he thought, were familiar to* 
him — and actuated by the growing, 
poignancy of his feelings, he now loudly 
pronounced the name of ** Bdmont !*' 

The person in the chaise, who had be- 
fore been leaning with his head partially 
out of the window, fell suddenly back 
on the seat J and, from what they could 
discover^ was greatly agitated. 

Dreadn4^ught.^^^' Lieutenant, do you 
know hini ?" 

It was indeed Belmont ! The surprise 
of so suddenly and unexpectedly meet- 
ing with the Lieutenant, had nearly 
overcome him— One resource only, as^ 
both threats aud entreaties had failed, 
was now left, that afforded him the 
slightest prospect of escaping — therefore, 
somewhat roused by the Captain's interro- 
gatory, he replied to it — ** Yes — he 
does know me, and will vouch for my 
conduct as a gentleman. Lieutenant 
Somerton, the present affair * may seem 
strange and inexplicably mysterious to 

a 4. vou'' — 
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you — but to-morrow I will explain all — 
therefore, I beg you will permit the 
cljaise to pass on/' 

Dreadnought.' — *' Impossible !" 

Osrick. — '*To comply with your re- 
quest, Belmont, is indeed impossible — 
How come you to be in this part of the 
world, and who is the distressed,^ if not 
dying object with you ?*' 

iDreadnought. — ** Belmont 1 Not a mi- 
nute ago he said his name w^s Mariin 
'Smith/'* 

Bdmont. — ** I did so — but to-morrow 
you will admit that my motives were suf- 
licientl3' strong to justify my conduct/* 

Dreadnought. — *' I must, and will be 
. assured of that to-night/' 

Belmont. — * * Mr. Somerton, as a friend, 
as a gentleman, I entreat — I demand 
your assistance/' 

-. U^rick, — ** After your voluntary utter- 
ance of a fiilshood, I must refuse to give 
it you. Who is the lady in the carriage 
with you? For aught you know, your 

inhumanity 
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inhumanity may already have destroyed 
her."^ 

Belmont trembled, and was silent. 

The glimmering of a taper was seen 
through the latticed windows of a low 
house, about three hundred yards distance 
from the road, and thither the Captain 
thundered a mandate to the postillions to 
drive the chaise — '* And hark ye," said 
he, looking first at one, and then the 
other, ^ * Mr. Martin^ and you Mr. 
Smithy betray the slightest inclination to 
disobey my commands, and of such 
lying* paltry scoundrels, I shall be 
tempted to make worm's-meat. Proceed, 
therefore, and be submissive/' 

Belmont remained silent, and the pos- 
tillions quickly removed the chaise to the 
low house as directed. 

** Dismount," said Dreadnought to 
one of the postillions, ^* and knock at 
the door," The man was off the horse 
ia an instant, but not before a middle- 

D S aged 
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aged woman, ^vho had he^rd the chaise 
approach, had opened the door. 

The Captain and Osrick now also dis- 
mounted, and gave one of the postillions 
their horses to hold, the former observing 
to him, ** that one man was sufficient ta 
look to the others.*' 

The Captain then remarked to the wo- 
man, that a lady who had been taken ill 
in the chaise yas.in need of her assistance, 
and shelter under her roof, until sha was 
sufficiently recovered to pursue her jour- 
ney i n. safety. 

The woman now threw open the doov 
wide, and retired, but presently returned 
with a light. 

Osrick, in the interim, had opened the 
door of the chaise, from which Belmont, 
pale and tremfjling, but without ut^ing 
a word, or seeming to bestow a thought 
on his companion, descended, and has- 
tily entered the house. 

Qsaick now, assisted by his friend, the 

Captain, 
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Captain, lifted an elegantly-dressed fe- 
male from the carriage, apparently ^life- 
less* Her hair was dishevelled^ and xvhicfa, 
falling in ringlets over her face, nearly hid 
it. They were not long in removing her 
into an apartment in the rustic dwelling, 
Avhere such restoratives as the place af- 
forded j hartshorn, &c. were presently ad- 
niiuistered to recover her. 

The dropping ringlets being removed 
frx>m.the face of 

TirS FJilR SUFFERER^ 

a countenance, though pale as even death 
could make it, yet lovely as nature, in a 
lavish mood, could form one, presented 
itself. A tear, at the idea of what her 
distress must have been, so to have over- 
powered her, stood in Dreadnought's eye 
—but Osrick recoiled with amazement, 
faintly, but distinctly, articulating the • 
name of Alcihea! '. 

*' Do you know her, Mr. Somerton ?" 

enquired 1 
1)6 
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ehquired the Captain—** I <Jo ! Id^T' 
respired Osrick, whose feelings, now su- 
perseded the power of utterance, and he 
wept. 

*' Poor thing !" ejaculated tl>e woman, 
*' I fear she's dead t — and yet, in death, 

howlovelv!" 

•I 

'* Dead!" repeated Osrick, the blood 
forsaking his cheeks, and descending to 
tlie labouring heart, chilled the vital 
stream that flowed there. Reechoing 
back the horrific word,, cold drops of 
agony trickled down his pallid face, and' 
tremblings seized his limbs. *' Gracious 
Heaven !" he at length exclaimed, ** has 
the villain then murdered her?" His 
eyes now turned, in the expectation of 
beholding Belmont, and for the first time, 
he discovered that he was absent. 

Osrick, unknown to himself, had che- • 
riiilied a hopeless passion for Alethea — 
hopeless, because he considered her as 
betrothed to Belmont. The latent flame, 
therefore; which his friendship for Bel- 
mont, 
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mont, without extinguishing, had pre- 
vented from kindling into a blaze, totally 
to destroy his peace, now raged with a 
fervidness the less controllable, from the 
check it had previously received; 

He recollected the interest she had ap* 
peared to take in his fate, when last they 
parted- — and, for the first time, he felt 
that his happiness was so enlihked with 
her's, that life to hiin would fce but as a 
barren waste, yielding no good to the 
possessor without her. 

Dropping on his knees, almost uncon- 
scious of what he did, he now pressed a 
hand of the lifeless Alethea — chafed its 
palm, which his tears moistened, and 
mentally put up a prayer for her speedy 
recovery, as sincere as ever reached the 
.throne of grace. 

The Captain, in the interim, did not 
remain an inactive spectator — one arm of 
the lovely girl rested on his shoulder, as 
he stooped to support her in the chair, 
and, in the silent agony of expectation, 
^ awaited 
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awaited the moment- when she shoulcT^ 
betray symptoms of returning life — 
though, from what the woman had ut*- 
tered, who bad now been joined by an- ; 
other, much farther advanced in year», 
be had began to fearthat such a moment 
would never arrive. 

As Osrick pressed the hand, as white 
as polished marble, and as cokVou which 
his tears had fallen, a sensation of sudden - 
joy shot to his heart — for the pulse of 
Alethea fluttered to his pressure, as. though - 
renewed in action by the vital warmth of r 
his. 

''She lives! she lives !" he exclaimed/ . 
*' thank God, she lives, and we may yet*, 
be happy !" 

The impassioned exclamation appeared • 
much to affect the Captain — *' Be not too » 
sanguine," he replied ; ** to me her spi- ^ 
rit seems fled, with kindred angels to • 
associate for ever !" 

A deep-drawn sigh, at length, evinced ' 
to the anxious gyoup^ that their labour to • 

restorfe 




esRTCK. 6s 

restore her would be-crowned with success, 
and the irradiations of gladness illumined 
their features. 

Osrick still continued on \m knees — he 
still pressed her hand, while in indescrib- 
able rapture, in which hope and fear had 
equal influence, he gazed in silence on 
her lavely fece. 

Her eyes, at length, were opened — and . 
as reason began to resunie its empire, past 
occurrences occupied the regions of 
tliought. Still imagining herself in the 
power of Behnont, she shrieked with 
dread, and indistinctly articulated — 
•* Vile wretch — I never will be your's— 
Will no one save me? — Oh! Heaven, 
mercy, mercy !" 

Struggling for freedom, her little 
strength was soom exhausted, and, gasp- 
ing for breath, she again appeared fast- 
verging towards insensibility. At this 
critical moment, Osrick, in the agony of 
his feelings, exclaimed— •*' Oh Alethea ! 
all here are friends — Be composed, my 

sweet 
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sweet girl, and save us from the misery of 
seeing you so unhappy." 

The well-known voice of Osrick re- 
called her fleeting spirits — Struck with 
astonishment, she gazed about her — their 
eyes met — a faint shriek issued from her 
lips — but it was the shriek of surprised 
gladness, and the next instant she sprung 
. into his arms. 

Osrick pressed her to his bosom in 
speechless extasy — a moment of such ex^ 
quisite delight, he had never before en- 
joyed — his soul was in Elysium, and par- 
took of the joys of the blest. 

The scene thrilled through the frame of 
the Captain — the sensation he felt could 
scarcely be defined — tears glistened in his 
eyes— and the female attendants sobbed 
aloud. 

'* She is mine," now respired Osrick, 
'* mine, only mine !" 

A copious flood of tears now came to 
the relief of Alethea, and which recalled 
the spirita of Osrick from the pleasing 

delirium 

Ik 
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cfeKrium in which they had indulged. 
** My sweet girl," said he, as he raised 
her in his arms, *' why this despondency ? 
all here are friends, that will protect and 
strive to make you happy.*' 

His words aroused Alethea to a sense of 
her situation— The crimson blush of the 

' rose diffused itselr'over her features, as she 
found herself in the arms of Osrick — aiid 
that too in the presence of several persons 

• whom she had never before seen. Gently 

, struggling for liberty, however, she per- 
mitted him to support her to a chairs ami 

. her tears again flowed freely, 

The e£forts of Osrick having, at last, 
restored her to a comparative degree of 
composure, the situation from m hich he 
had assisted iu rescuing her was adverted 
to, which, naturally, occasioning Bel- 
mont's absence to be noiiced* the Cap- 
tain left the room in quest of him. 

Osrick now adventured to make some 
enquiries respecting her being found with 
Belmont. 

'' Oh J 
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*' Gh ! mention not his hated name !"" 
she eneroreticallv exclaimed. *' Belmont is 

O V 

a villain — Oh Heavens ! what will my 
friends conclude from my absence ?" 

''Where are they, my sweet girl?'* 
enquired Gsrick. 

** At Chichester," slie replied. 

'* Who are at Chichester?-' said Os- 
rick. 

'^ Mr. and Mrs. Stokes, and Con- 
stance — we arrived there the day before 
yesterday." answered Alethea. ** How 
shall I once more get to them ?" 

'^ The chaise is at the door," said Ob^. 
rick, ** that shall reconvey you to them, 
the moment you are sutficrently recovered 
to bear the fatigue of the removal" 

'' Let it be this instant then," said 
Aletliea, rising ; *' the distance cannot be - 
great — But — : — "^ 

'' I will accompany yon," added Os^- 
rick, anticipating what she would have-- 
said, '* if you feel yourself sufficiently/ 
resolute to trust yourself with me." 

Ucr, 
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Her eyes beamed pleasure througli hec 
tears as she accepted his offer, and Osrick, 
supported her to the chaise. 

Osrick had just assisted her into the 
vehicle, when the Caplain joined him, to 
whom, in few words, he made known his 
intention of accompanying Alethea ta 
Chichester. Dreadnought, of course, 
approved of the measure, promised to 
send a person on \vith his horse, and even 
to guard the chaise, in person, as far as 
the entrance of Chichester — '* For," said 
he, *^ as Belmont has succeeded in effect* 
ing hift escape,^ we cannot be too careful 
of our fair charge, until we deliver her 
to the protection of ber friends.'* The 
chaise now drove off, the postillions hav- 
ing received their orders. iiora Osrick; and 
Dreadnought thundered in their ears his 
intention of seeing that those orders were 
properly exjecutedi, 

TJHS.: 
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mentally said Drearlnonght, for in' that 
light he now considered them, are happy ; 
and Osrick, he thought, M^as one of the 
most fortunate of men* 

He was not long in pro€uring a person 
to follow the c1)ais^^J|hAhe Lieutenant's 
horse- the master CTTllbe humble dwelling, 
who had been soberly merry-making with 
some friends at Havant, and wbw^h had 
kept part of his family from -bed at that 
late hour, arrived just as the chaise moved 
away from his door, and willingly undeF^ 
took the task. He galloped after Dr£ad« 
nought, therefore, until tbeyjiad reSudied 
the entrance .ii|f. Chichester, when the 
Captain desired him to go on without 
iiim, to halt at the house where the chaise 
halted, and to inform the gentleman iu 
the chaise, when he should take his horse 
from him, that he. Captain Dreadnought^ 

was- 
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^'as shaping his course back for Ports- 
mouih. 

Osrick, as the Captain suspected, was 
•indeed happy in being left alone with Ale- 
thea; and though the tears continued to 
bedew her cheeks, as she reflected on the 
dangers she had escaped, her heart palpi- 
tated with joy, in being supported by her 
deliverer — and that dehverer, of all men, 
him whom she most esteemed and loved, 

Osrick rejoiced to find her so much re- 
covered — lie neglected uot the opportu- 
nity of telling her how dear her welfare 
was to him — nor did Alethea prudishly 
endeavour to conceal that pleasure which 
^uch a declaration inspired. 

The postillions, at length, stopped the 
chaise at the house to which they had 
been directed to drive; and at Osriek's 
command, one of them presently dis- 
mounted, and rapped at the door. In 
an instant the door was opened, ?^Ir. 
Stokes soon after making his appearance. 
Which most predominated at the instant, 

his 
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his joy at beholding Alethea, or his sur^ 
prise at so unexpectedly seeing Osrickv 
it would be difficult to determine. 

*' My dear Alethe^,'' at length s^id 
Mr, Stokes, *' what anxiety have I not 
been under on your account !" 

•* Thank Heaven !" exclaimed Osrick, 
** that I have the pleasure of safely re* 
turning her to you." 

Alethea was too overcome at beholding 
Mr. Stokes, to utter a word — she felt 
grateful to him for the uneasiness which 
he had expressed to have felt for her ab- 
sence; and partly supported by him, and 
partly by Osrick, she reached the drawing- 
room, wiiere Mrs. Stokes, and Constance, 
"who had heard the chaise stop at the door, 
and had learnt who it contained, were 
ready to receive her. 

•* Bless me, Alethea!" exclaimed Mrs. 
Stokes, the moment she saw the trembling 
girl, *^why where have you been ? Mr. 
Somerton too ! Alethea, what, from this, 
am I to conclude?" 

** That 
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'''That but for Mr. Somerton/* she 
ejaculated, bursting into tears, ** j'ou, 
probabl}^ would never have seen me again." 

Mrs. Stokes had, at first, regarded th6 
Lieutenant with an eye of suspicion — the 
known rectitude of his character was for- 
gotten by- her in the surprise of the mo- 
ment; but the words of Alethea in ail 
instant conveyed to her the assurance, 
that Osrick had done nothing to merit 
lier reproof. 

Alethea, at length, became sufficiently 
compoiSed, to relate all that she could re- 
member of what had happened to her 
through the 

LIBERTINISM 

t)f Belmont, and Osrick supplied the rest; 
when, to the welcome which Mr. and 
Mrs. Stokes gave him, was united their 
181 n ceres t thanks. 

From Alethea 's narration, it appeared 
Jlhat two days after the Lieutenant had 

3 quitted 
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q-uitted the Lodge,. Belmont had dared to 
insult her, by ofte-ring her independence^ 
at the pr'hce of her honour — Horror-struck 
at the proposal, she had hurried from his 
in'esence — but so degraded had she felt by ' 
t\ye cH'Cumstance, that she wanted the 
courage to disclose it to Mr. and Mrs. 
Stokes.^ The visits of Belmont, .therefore, 
had not been discontinued to the family, 
though she seldom after saw him, as she 
had pleaded indisposition, to seclude her- 
self from his siirht. 

Business requiring the presence of -Mr. 
Stokes at Chichester, it M'as agreed that 
his family should accompany him, such 
an excursion i)romising to be far from dis- 
agreeable. Belmont, on learning their 
determination, made an oficr of being of 
the party, which was accepted ; thej% 
therefore^ reached Chichester together; 
and a house for a week, sufficienlly large 
to accommodate them, was soon after en- 
gaged. Still Alethea had contrived to 
avoid being left alone with the object who . 

h^ 




liad so grossly insulted her; but fully re- 
solved to make botli instances known to 
lier friends, should the insult ever be re- 
peated. A ball at the public rooms at 
Chichester, at length, being announcaJ, 
Mr, and Mrs. Stokes were invited to 
attend, with their daughter and Alethea, 
and which they accordingly did. 

An accident which had happened to out 
X)f the wheels of his carriage, had induced 
Mr. Stokes to engage a postchaise for that 
evening, and in which Mr. and Mrs« 
Stokes were first conveyed to the rooms, 
and then Belmont, Constance, and Ale- 
thea. 

The rooms were tolerably full of com- 
pany when they arrived ; and Constance 
and Alethea being introduced to partners 
by the master of the ceremonies, were 
soon of the number of votaries of the 
goddess of the light fantastic toe. Bel- 
mont did not dance, but passed the 
greater part of the evening in conversa* 
tion with Mr. and Mrs. Stokes, who, at 

YOL. II. K about 
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about half an hour after eleven o^clock, 
hinted to Belmont their inclination to 
retire, and who, soon aftel*, informed 
them that their chaise was at the door, to 
, which he instantly accompanied them 
with Constance, aiid reqiiested that the 
chaise, as sopn as they had been set 
down, might return for him and Ale- 
thea. 

Alethea, engaged in the dance, knew 
nothing of her friends having left the 
ball-room, until informed of the circum- 
stance by Belmont, who, at the same 
time, acquainted her that the chaise had 
returi^ed, and was then waiting at the 
door to colivey her to them. 

Much regretting that an unexpected 
circumstance should, though but for a 
few minutes, leave her alone with Bel- 
mont, yet in nowise suspecting his daring 
designs against her, she permitted him to 
lead her to the chaise, which was drawn 
up at the door, into which she instantly 
ascended, and he presently took a seat 

by 
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Vy her side. 'I'he chaise then drove off at 
a Very rapid rate, and had actually di- 
verged beyond the limits of the city, ere 
Alethea discovered that four hofses were 
attached to it, or the sligtittst suspicion 
of tlie new act of treachery tf Belmont, 
had been entertained by tier. To her first 
expression of surprise, fielWont, in the 
most impassioned strain, addressed her— ^ 
had the effrontery to acknowledge ' that 
ttie whole prOce^ing had been a coil^ 
trivance of Ms own to get her into his 
power, as he fbunxl he could not live 
without her, ^nd that nothing bat death 
should induce him to relinquish the valu- 
able prize he hatd obtained. 

The tears and remonstrances of Ale- 
thea, to iiQduce hiifn to restore her to 
her friends, were wr ineffectual — he had a 
house^ he said, ready for her recep- 
tion, in the neighbourhood of Salis- 
bury, of which she should be entire mis- 
tress, and where the whole of his fwtune 
should be at her disposal. 

'£8 A^ 
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. At a moment when almost fainting; wuTi 
the acutest anguish of apprehension, the 
appearance of horsemen on the road had 
inspired her with the hope of relief; and 
her conduct had happily actuated the 
Lieutenant and Captain Dreadnought to 
ride forward to her rescue. 
. Belmont, to prevent her uttering a 

similar shriek of alarm, had forced aa 

I 

handkerchief into her mouth, which she 
had vainly struggled to reliease herself 
from; until] her powers, and the recol-i 
lection of. her dreadful, situation, were 
alike lost in a temporary si^spensiopi of 
life. / . ' ^ 

The rage of Mr. Stokes against Bel- 
niont was extreme-r-lle pronounced him, 
and justly, to be an unprincipled miscre- 
ant—breaking through the laws of hospi-^ 
tality arid honour, and regardless of whose, 
peace he destroyed, in promoting his own - 
sensual gratifications. • 

Mrs. Stokes, and Constance also, now 
entertained a true opinion of his real cha-' 

racter j 
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racter ; and a total interdiction of all in- 
tercourse with him, was the result. 

Osrick's attentions to Alethea were re^ 
spectfuUy pouitedand tender: — rest being 
at length recommended to her, he retired, 
with a promise of visiting her, from 
Portsmouth,, on the following morning. 

Love had sunk deep in the Lieutenant's 
heart, long before the painful incident^ 
of that night had been witnessed ; but 

irop£ 

Bad never before fanned the dormaint 
flame, and given new energies and views 
to reflection. - - .^ 

'* Hope's a lover's staff;" and amply 
were the Lieutenant's spirits supported by 
it. Alethea/ in thought, he regarded' as 
bis own ; and the time, he imagined, was 
Hot very distant, when she would ratify 
liis claim at the altar. 
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** Hope, with a^goodl;^ prospect feeds the eye,. 
Shews from a rising ground possession nigh ; 
Shortens the distance* or o'erlooki it quite. 
So easy 'tis to travel with the sight." ^ * 

He was not long^ ini galloping fwmi 
Chichestei: to Portsmouth^ but Dreads 
nought he found had retired, to rest be- 
fore he aririved there; consequently, he 
saMT. hiin aot, until he met him- at the 
morning's parade, when he learnt from 
him that orders^had been given for.th« 
immediate embarkation of » their regjU- 
ment. 

^e related. to Dreadnought the- pro* 
mise he was under of revisiting Alethe*. 
^t Chichester> and endeavoured to pre- 
»vail upon the Captain to accompany him; 
but that he steadily, refused, to do, and 
expressed some^pprehensions, lest Osrick^ 
at that juncture, (even for so short time, ) 
should not be enabled to get leave of" 

abseuco: 
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at>sencc ere the saila were unfurled for 
America. 

Though equally friendly in his expres- 
sions, the Lieutenant observed an un-" 
usual coldness i;i the manner of Dread- 
nought — his mind seemed ill at ease ; and 
but for his known intrepidity and willing- 
ness to engage in active service against 

the enemies of his country abroad, Osrick 

'I 

wodld have imagined that the alteration . 
he noticed in him proceeded from a secret 
reluctance, at that time, to leave Eng- 
land, f 

By Dreadnought's, and his own interest 
combined, Osrick, at length, obtained- 
leaVe on<:e more to visit Chichester; buff 
he, at the same time, also received posi- 
tive orders to be ready to embark with the 
troops at day- break, on the following, 
morning. 

Hope still kept the Lieutenant's spirits 

' buoyadt. His absetice, he considered, 

^ would i)e but of short duration, and the 

hand of Alethea the reward of his return.' 

£ 4 He 



80 OSRICK. 

lie reached Chichester some tinie be-«. 
fore the dinner hour — Atethea's eyes, 
sparkled with pleasure at beholding him, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Stokes, and Constance, 
expressed that they had been anxiously- 
expecting' him for some time. 

'^ It was with great diflSculty," saidr 
Osrick, *' that I could obtain permissioa 
to come hither at all — vet I awn it would 
have given sUie much pain to have left 
En<;]and without savinc^ 

to friends so near to me, whom I so sinr^ 
cerelv love and esteem/' 

But little was said in the course of the- 
afternoon, respecting the affair of the 
preceding night — the name of Belmont 
had become disgusting to the whole of 
them, and each appeared to endeavour to 
forget that such a villain had ever been 
classed in the catalogue of their acquaint- 
ance. 

Much as Osrick Avisb.ed to.be alone witli^ 

.Aletbea^ 



Alethea, yet could he devise nd prttftrft 
to take her, even for a few .mihutlii8| 
from her frieqds. But as there is i\^ 
course in eyes, oft-times more eloquently 
expressive of the genuine feelings of th6' 
heart than words can delineaite,- what was 
passing in his mind was amply compre- 
hended by Alethea ; nor was the expres*- 
sion that beamed from hers the less uu- , 
derstood by him. 

He felt enraptured at the silent though 
potent assurances that she gave him of 
the deep and heart-felt regard she pos- 
sessed for him ; and which were as for- 
cibly answered on his part — unalterable 
love and constancy, tliough not a word 
M'as uttered, being reciprocally breathed, 
and unequivocally, understood between 
'them. 

The time of separation at length ar- 
rived — Weeks, months, and perhaps years, 
would elapse, ere they met again, if ever — 
it was a service x)f danger, on wliich Os- 
rick- was going, and the possibility, if . 

£ 5 H^^i 
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BOt the probability, there was of his Jeav*- - 
ing England, never more to return to itjr 
did not escape them. 

Their parting, wishes*' for each others 
vel&re, were affectionate and sincere. 
Alethea, though she^ exerted every eiFort 
to repress theemotions that agonized her 
hearts and agitated her frame, could not 
prevent a copious flood af tears from 
moistening her lovely countenance — npr 
had Osrick a- much superior command 
over himself. 

''Adieu!" he^ at^ length, exclaimed) 
.** my esteemed, my valued friends — you 
will often be present in my thoughts; and[. 
I feel the sweet, the reviving assurance^ 
thai we shall shortly meet again." 

'* And as a token," observed Alethe^ 
summoning all her powers, *' that there 
are some persons in the world who are 
under the deepest obligations to you; and 
who are much interested in. your fate, 
take this," presenting a something to 
. him carefully enveloped in white paper ; 

''but 
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" but do not examine it now; yet whdn;^ 
you shall hereafter gaze upon it, think o5pi 
the giver^ and of those friends who may^ 
chance to be at a distance from you/* '■ 

Osrick took the packet, and in^taintly 
conveyed . it to his pocket; * * I needed 
not such a remembrancer/' he replied, - 
** be it what it may, for my Ime^^my 
regard — -my esteem for all of you, must 
live while I live, and its recollection wtll^ 
be the principal sweetener of my days." 

Osrick having mounted his horsfe, now 
proceeded, at a slow pacej for Ports- 
mouth, revolving on the delights of the 
few last hours of his life, and looking 
forward to the time, when Hymen should 
crown his hopes, and give the fair objects 
of his souls dearest wishes to his arms. 

It was yet early in the evenings and 

passing tlie western limits of Havant, the 

glimmering, of the taper from the window 

of the cottage in which he had been with i 

, Aletliea the night before, caught his at- 

E 6 . tention, , 
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tehtibn, and inspired him with an fuft*- 
conquerable desire to revisit iti 

lie found no difficulty in ga/ming ad* 
mission ; mine liost was now at home, 
and good-naturedly undertook to hold his 
horsej while Osrick dismounted, and- 
conversed with his wife and the good peo- 
ple wjthin. 

Belmont, lie found, had not returnedi 
.to the cottage to make any enquiries, 
which he rather suspected he would have 
done, after he and Alethea had quitted it; 
therefore, of what became of him, or 
what road he had taken, all were equally, 
ignorant. 

The cleahliness of the cottage, and 
the extreme neatness of its occupiers, now 
struck Osrick's notice ; and the inteUi* 
gent remarks of a female of very ad- 
vanced age, interested, and, in the end, 
commanded his particular attention. 
Though she had numbered nearly ninety 
years, her intellects had suffered butL 

little 



little decay ; and the vermilHan gldw 
of health yet bloomed freshly on her 
cheeks. Her eyes were dark and strong, 
and yet retained their Instre ; and tfie 
tout ensemble of the countenance wfts 
liighly prepossessing, perhaps the more so,. 
from a cast of resignant melancholy, 

'which generally pervaded her features. 

, Osrick found her mental acquirements 
above the common order; and duringthe 
course of his continuance with her, he 
learnt that her name was 



and the following particulars of her 
life:-^ 

When nineteen years old, she had given 
her hand in marriage to the man of her 
choice — he was about two years her senior, 
and possessed her undivided heart. Their 
circumstancesj though n6t affluent, were 
• easy ; and their attachment mutual. Their 
union, therefore, promised length" of hap- 
piness 
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ptnesft to both. Four months passed- awBy^- 
in bliss uninterrupted — they lived but for* 
each other — content was their inmate, 
and the sunshine of virtuous hilarity irra- 
diated theird welling. 

About this- time, the deathof a rela* 
tion in America, gave her husband in- 
crease of property — but* it became neces- 
sary for him to take a. journey to BostOH, 
to secure it» Adelgitha being pregnant, 
it was deemed unsafe for her to accora* 
pany him in the voyage j it was there- 
fore settled, that he should go without^* 
her; and, with all the speed that love*- 
could give him, return, when the busi*- 
ness that req\ii red his presence todbeen^ 
adjusted. 

The hour* of parting, arrived. Locked- 
in each others arms^ they, for some time, 
could only evince the agonies they felt, 
by tears. Their hearts were nearly break- 
ing. The chaise was waiting at the door- ; 
and with a. last kiss, their lips nu)istened 
by the tears that had fallen on them, he, 

V. at 






at length/ summoning all his reselutioo^ 
tore himself from her foudand affectionate: 
embrace. 

The rattling, of tlie chai&o, as it drove 
off, to Adelgitha sounded like tlie knell 
of departed happiness, and anguished 
every fibre of her feeling heart. *^ He's 
gone — my dear Henry is gone," shis ex- 
claimed^ ** and Heaven knows if e\'er we 
shall meet again." The word nevert she 
fancied; was replied to her impassioned 
exclamation, in a voice unknown ; such 
waj the torture of 'her mind at the mo^ 
ment, a cold trembling seized her — res- 
piration became impeded — a thick mist 
seemed to gather before the organs of 
sight, and life, for the instant, deserted 
her. 

Several days elapsed, ere the oonsola* 
lions of her. friends could tra^iquillize her 
mind, and reconcile her to the. separar 
tion. 

It had been agreed, that all letters from 
Henry to Adelgitha should be enclosed 

to 
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to Mrs. Mcntzen, the person* of U'JUMr 
they had hired apartmentsi, as she^ai- 
better known in the town than themselves,* 
and mistakes, thereby, were the less li* 
able to occur at the post-otBce, 

Henry had been absent six months,, 
when Adeliritha o-ave birth to a dan«:hter.. 
About this time, through the medium of 
Mrs. Mentzen, she rec-eived the first letter 
from her husband. He had reached lios* 
ton in safety, but had found the affairs^ 
that took him thither, much* more com* 
plex and difficult to be adjusted, than he* 
had been prepared to expect;- therefore, 
when he should b8l enabled to return, he 
could not then positively decide, bat: 
hoped to have it in his power to give his- 
heart's dearest treasure, his Adelgitha, 
that information by the next packet. 

The letter was written in a strain of 
the purest love and affection ; andj be* 
sides, contained a handsome remittance 
for her support. ' 

Fj; tJi ,r years Adeigitba continued to 

receive ' 
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peceive letters and remittances, by almost 
every packet that arrived from America; 
but still the momentous business that had 
taken Henry from her, remained unsettled. 
Her little daughter, which daily improved 
in liealth and beauty, was now her prin- 
cipal solace; and her orizons MTre daily 

' offered up to Heaven, that she might 
shortly have the dear delight of presenting 
the infant to her father.. 

Five years, at length, elapsed, and 
during the Ust twelve months of which, 
iVdelgitha had received no letters from her 

J husband. Apprehension's acutest griefs 
DOW sunk deep into bcr heart, and lace* 
jated her very soul. Another year passed 
away, and still no tidings, of Henry had 
been procured, though letters, directed 
to him, she believed, had left England 
by almost every packet that had saiicd. 
Every possible enquiry, to learn the 

• fete of Henry, was now made of those 

' seceatly returned. from America/ and ia 

every 
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every other way that affection could sugf-^ 
gest ; but all were fruitless. — Henry had 
but few relations that Adelgitha knew^ 
and they, of every thing appertaining to 
the subject of her applications^ were as^ , 
ignorant as herself. 

The mental agonies of the afflicted wifc^ 
which banished sleep from her pillow by" 
night, and quietude from her dwelling by 
day, may be better obnceived than ex-- 
pressed. Twas strange, she though t»- 
'twas passing strange, that no intelligence 
of Henry coutd be profciiTed^ — not even it ' 
Jbrieath of information, to fan the sparkof 
^liope which yet was unextinguished in lier 
breast, so that expectation's cheeriog iii- 
fluctnce might partially dispel the growing, 
gloomy horrors of her mindi 

'' The eating canlser Grief, with wasteful sfiXCp. 
Preys on the blood of jroudi and beauty;*' 

and visible now Became its daily ravages 
on the fading form of the ill-starred^ 
Adelgitha. 
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^k tfaoutand thoughts piey'd on^her tortnr'd soul, 
Aad whirling fimcy taia*d her tenses round." 

The unexpected and lengthened disap'- 
pointments in remittances had, ere thrsj 
compelled Adelgitha to solicit the support 
of her own relations, which had not been 
denied to her. To reduce her expendi- 
ture, lodgings of an inferior desgription 
to what Henry had engaged, she had re- 
jsovecl to ; and where>. with scarcely any 
Ather comfort than what: her daughter 
^:tiF6rded her, whose preaence only saved? 
^er from despair, seven tedious years sMc 
remained, and jet no account of bim sIJLe 
©nly wished to hear of, had reached Iter. 

Induced by sorroMr and daily pinings, 
she, at length, concluded her Henry 
dead. A diminution of his affection to*> 
wardff her she had neverdoubted-^she was 
too well' acquainted with the genuine 
qualities of his heart, to suppose- that he 
Irould: voluntartly ha.ve deseited her ; and 
Vv •; deaths 
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death only, she felt, could so complcteljr 
have eftbcted thci' separation. 

Religious resignation now began to 
pour its healing balm into her wounded' 
mind ; and she felt indescribable pleasure, 
in the consciousness that in '^ another 
and a better world," she and Henry 
should meet again. 

'* When the wounds of woe are healing. 
When the heart is all resign'd, 
/Tis the solemn feast of feeling, 
'Tif the Sabbath of the mind." . 

Twelve years had rolled heavily away,. 
;W(hen Mrs, Mentzen, whose apaitmentj^- 
she had formerly occupied, being at the* 
point of death, urgently requested to see 
Adelgitha^ To such a call, of course, 
she was attentive. On entering?; .the ex- 
piring woman's -chamber, the. poor object, 
withered to. the bone by sickness, turjie^ 
Jier sunken eyes toward her, and as dis- 
.tinctly as her remaining strength would 
admit of, entreated her forgiveness. Sur- 

prisedi 
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imffed that forgiveness shoiild be asked 
from one, who had never, to her know- 
ledge, offended her, words, expressive of 
fier feelings, in the tenderest tones were 
tittered, which, by the other, were only 
answered by tremblings and tears. 

To be brief, rt^ader, what must the 
feelings of the afflicted Adelgitha have 
been, when the wretched invalid in- 
formed her, that, until within the last 
twelve months, letters and remittances 
hafl been regularly sent, enclosed to her, 
from Henry ;.— which letters, principally 
without reading, she liad consigned to 
the flames, and applied the reitiittances 
that came with them to her own use. 

Speechless with Imrror, Adelgitha heard 
the unexpected acknowledgment. The 
wamv hope of once more beholding her 
husband, however, presently succeeded, 
and thrilled her soul with extacy. The 
property that she had been robbed of, 
was nothing in her estimation — '* O tell 
Hie, tell me/' she exclaimed, *^*in mercy 

tell 
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tell me how, and where my Henry is, aiwt 
I'll bless you with my latest breath— and 
Heaven will forgive and bless you also?" 

The dying penitent, however, coa4d 
not comply with her request. Sh€ had' 
never sufficiently examined the letters, to 
know even from whence thtjy catne. All 
Ihat she remembered was a passage in the 
last, m wliich the writer expressed hinir 
self nearly heart-broken in not having 
heard from his wife; and. that from that 
time he should discontinue writing to 
England, under the tlreadful condusioa 
that she was dead. 

Terrible, were the effects her words pro- 
duced on Addgitha — they chilled the vi* 
tal current at her heart — not a teaf, how-- 
ever, would come to her reliefs— and id 
the most horrid state of apathy, she con- 
tinned for, many successive days. When 
reason resumed its empire in her mind, 
she was informed, that the wretched wo- 
man who had been the cause of all her 
afflictions had expired in convulsions, a 

few 
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$ew minutes after she had beeu borne 

•from her apartment. 

Every possible method tli^t could be 
suggested, was again practised, to find 
the" "husband of Adelgitha; but fruitless 
^id they prove as the former ; and from 
that tfme, down to the present, no in- 
fyrmatiou whatever had been gained of 

'him. 

Tlie healitig balm of resignation which 
poor Adelgitha, had began to taste, she 
had been unfortunately deprived of, by 
the vain hopes inspired by the dying con- 
fession of the treacherous Mrs. Mentzen. 
Though nearly seventy years have elapsed 
sitice that event, yet has not Adelgitha 
relinquished the deluding expectation of 
seeing her lost Henry again — the sight of 
the post-boy with a letter, old as she is, 
will occasion her emotions difBcuit to be' 
described; and at which time, tears 
win rush from'^hei/ eyes, and she will 
loudly lament the unexampled severity 
fljf her fate. 

Adelgitha 
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vouW. willingly have declined pavtokiag 
qf this new instance of 



• 

as he had been more than satisfied with 
the compentsatioQ he bad met with for hla 
trouble tlie wigbt before, not only from 
Qsrick, but Dreadnought also. 

Osrick, however, would not admit of 
his refusal, bbserving to hiai, tliat it: 
might aflford him att extra opportunity, of 
providing comforts for Adelgitha. 

** Bless her^*' exclaitiied the man, ^^sho 
vants for nothing; boc shall she^ whilst 1 
have healdi, and the use of my limbsr 
to work for her support." 

Osrick now shook him byfihchand;x 
promised^ if he lived to retuirn to Eng- 
laad, to see him again ; called him ait 
honest fello.w, and departed. / 

It was true, Osrick had not had a very? 
large sum about him to bestow — but as: 
genuine liberality, he considered^ did not 

so 
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^ 8o much consist in the sum given, as in 
what was given being well applied, he 
could but feel satisfied in what be liad 
done. 

« bounty's self, 
, When ill confen'dy is prodi^ity." 

** Ce qu'oa nomme liberality n'est touvent qne It Tanit^ de 
donner, que nou&aimoni micux que ce que nous doBnoai.F" 

The action, therefore, must stamp its 
ow^n value. 



<* The truly senerous ia thetmlf Whe ; 
And he wtlo lovet not tftben, lives unblest. 



ff 



Bevolving in his mind the horrid state of 
uncertainty in which nearly the whole life 
gf Addgitlm had been'^assed, Oarickcons- 
tiaued, at little better than a walking pace^ 
to:proceed to Portsmouth. The more deeply 
he reflected upon the na^ture of the tale 
he had heard, the more painful became 
the sensations which it excited. Good 
God ! thought he, what must the tor- 

F 2 tures 
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tures of the unhappy woman have been ! 
for what condition can be so dreadful as 
one of perpetual . 

SUSPENS *? 

To know the worst, carries a consolation, 
of which, to fear the worst, is destitute* 
Delusive Hope, which daily usliers dis- 
appointment to our wishes, gives poig- 
nancy to misery. How often then is Hop^ 
the enemy of the wretched !* Hope de- 
stroyed, resignation might tranquillize 
the troubled mind, but which the life of 
hope forbids ! Hope* is the offspring of 
Suspense, and the parent of Disappoint- 
ment. It is the prerogative of Hope to 
still the tempests of the passions which 
suspense may raise, if it be only that her 
offspring; Disappointment, may not remain 
inactive. By disappointment, the hur- 
ricane of thought is again renewed — sus- 
pense may again predominate in all its 

gloomy 
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gloomy horrors, till hope^ once more ob- 
trucjes, to promise and deceive. 

The lingering state of uncertainty in 
\{^hich Adelgitha had passed so many 
years, a prey to hope and disappointment, • 
O^uck thought of witli compassion and 
astonishment — compassion for what she 
had endured, and astonishment that iu 
despite of such endurances, she could 
yet -survive. 

Lost in contemplation, sad but inter 
resting, Osrick continued his course for 
Portsmouth, until a pistol, discharged 
over a thick fence to his right, the ball 
from which grazed his hat, aroused him 
from his gloomy reverie. . ^. 

Checking his horse, and then pulling 
him suddenly round, he would have 
plunged with him through the hedge, U> 
have discovered and punished the villain 
who bad thus aimed to destroy him, had 
npt the close entwinement of the numer« 
ous branches rendered such a proceeding^ 
impossible. Drawing a pistol^ therefore, 

s $ from' 



from his holster, he rode as close to the 
fence as he coukl guide the animal ; but' 
the person who had made the attempt on 
his life, nor any one, was to be perceired ; 
nor was the least noise heard, to direct him 
td the spot where the miscreant laiy <xm«' 
cealed. 

Dismounting, and tying his horse to a 
thicket, he then more accurately, bjjt as' 
ineffectually, continued to examine the 
place, until 

ft 

very prudently, whispered him to dlscon- 
tinue the search. 

• 

^ Thovi^ i)iave dee4i be ivtffti ^t a^st 'ovmbeff '4» 
ik tl»e Iks| jiisrp^ae i09ol> nor miss yoor Mowp ^ 
llotf'e fiui and Jvre t)ir6 I>«a4 of fouoge sUikca^ 
Wbeo it obeys the watchful eyes 9f cauti*o« 
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The treacherous monster, tliough so safe 
concealed, from that concealment might 
yet review the movements of him ibr whoso 

/ blood 



OSRICX. 103 

blood he thirsted ; and thoagh he dared not 
meet him front to froQt, a second discharge 
in ambush might be made with a correcter 
aim^ and more certain effect, than the 
first. This, in the end, occurred to Os- 
lick, .together with the cautious necessity 
there was of having a partner in his pur- 
suit, unless- he meant that his life should 
be the probable sacrifice of his folly. 

Remounting his hofse, therefore^ he 
galloped about an hun"dred yards from 
where the pistol had been fired, and then 
again halted, in the warm hope that his 
supposed departure would induce the co\v^ 
ardly assassin to shew himself; but in that 
he was disappointed ; npr could any per- 
son approaching be discovered, to afibrd 
him the assistance he wanted. 

Unwilling, howev^, to quit the place, 
he lingered about it for several hours; but 
no person came to. his relief, nor any 
new discovery could he make, though id 
the suspicions that haunted him, Belmont 
was not forgotten. 

t 4 Wearied, 
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Wearied^ at length, with' watchiog, 
aiifl feeling the necessity of his returning 
to Portsmouth, lie applied, the s{>ur3 to 
his horse, and soon arrived there; but 
it was at so late an hour that t^e otEcers 
of his regiment had retired for the 
night. 

Endeavouring to shake the unpleasant 
adventure of the night from his mind, as 
he entered his chamber, ^his thoughts 
naturally reverted to Atethea, and the 
packet she had given him at part;in^, and 
which he now hastily drew from his 
pocket. 

His pleasure was beyond expression, 
when, on removing the papers that en- 
veloped it, he beheld 

well executed, and set in gold, of the 
loved object from whom he had received 
it. — Next to the original, it was the prize 
he most wished for; and he gazed on it 

with 
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with a rapture, such as those only who 
have loved with a passion pure aod fer- 
vent as his was^ can conceive. 

** ZOVE 

Ne*er should die : 
Tis the soul's cordial : Tis the font of life ; 
Therefore should spring eternal in the hrei^t*" 



^* Where strictest Tjrtue^ softest love unite> 
How fierce the rapture, and the blase how bright 1 
True joys proceed from innocence and love; 
Th* unsteady by thia lessen may impiovet 
Disclaim their vices, and forget to rove." 



{ 



** Tis love combin'd with guilt alone, that melts 
The soften*d soul to cowardice and sloth; 
But virtuous passiou prompts the great resolve. 
And fans the slumbering spark of heavenly fireJ 



** Love is a passion. 
Which kindks honour into noble acts." 



^ Love is the noblest frailty of the joSad,** . ■ ' y 

T 5 A thousand 






^06 05&ICE«. 

A thousand times did he ^98 the pretcl- 
ow gift h^ h^ , re«eived*^it 9eeined to 
give hinfi assurao^e of the njaiijr happy* 
moments that were in store for him, to 
be enjoyed with the object of his adora- 
tion ; and thrilling his soul with pleasing 
hopes, gave new extaci«s to thought. 

Suspending the miniature by a ribboa 
from his neck, and resolving ever to 
wear it next his heart, heii at lengthy re- 
tired to bed, .aijid when sleep o'erpowered 
himi his Atetiiea was present in his dreams, 
from which he was awakened, at an early 
hour, by his servant, \fho inibrtned him 
that every thing >vas ready for 

the greater part ©f his regiment being 
already on ship-board. 

Osrick quickly dressed himself, and 
was not long ere he was to be found among 
the busy warriors that were waiting for 
the boats by the ttver side. 

5 AU 
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All now WAS bustle, add, to a fcasual 
observer, confusion, but with whiph re^ 
gulority of propeeding Was considerablj 
iiKire connteted than at first met the 
eye* 

The soldiers were in high spirits, and 
their eKultinfg acw'lamatiofid were sponta* 
iieously sent forth, as the respective barks 
floated theiti from the shore. 

Befbre midnlay, the remainder of the 
troops^ to sail in this instance, were 
shipped ; and Osrick and Captain Dread^ 
nought were arguing upon the probable 
result of the expedition^ in one of the 
transports. 

A settled gloom yet enveloped the fa- 
culties of Dreadnought, which Osrick 
noticed, but without saying any thing to 
him on the subject, conceiving it a 
stronger mark of friendship, in some' 
cases, ti>. be silent, rather than to impor- 
tune for a confidence which, if at all, 
would btt reluctantly bestowed. 

Their €onvei*irtior>, thefefei^^ entirely 

F 6 mud 
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rested upon the pursuit they were feoth 
honourably engaged in — of, according to 
their opinion, the certain success of the 
British arms against the hostile multitude 
at Buenos Ayres — and, in this opinrou^ 
they were not singular, for it way gene- 
rally enjoyed by every kidtvkluafl in the 
British armv. 

,The wind was now fair, and the signal* 
gun for sailing had been discharged, when 
a boat, running alongside the transport, 
delivered several ktters, among which 
^vere two for Osrick. They were forr 
Awarded from the post-office, the embarka- 
tion having taken place prior to their 
being regularly sorted, which had pre- 
Tented their previous delivery. 

The first which Osrick opened was 
Crom Ixis father^ and contained 

I>IS3iGRKEZBLE JNFORM^tTlOK, 

and news of Belmont. The letter, ia 
fact, was the identical one which his« fa- 

thet 
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ther had penned in his severe moments of 
agony, after detecting Belmont with h\% 
wife in the shrubbery. 

Osrick perused its contents, with min- 
gled astonishment and anger. That Mrs. 
Somerton sl^Id voluntarily have become 
a pupil of dishonour, however, he could 
not believe, though his father wrote in 
the most positive terms on the subject. 
The innocence and exemplary rectitude of 
Mrs. Somerton's principles and conduct, 
he never expected that any one would 
attempt to impeach—much less her hus- 
band — and that husband bis father, whose 
heart, he knew, disdained a falshood, 
and whose amiablenesi of character was 
revered and acknowledged by all about 
him* 

The shock which his feelings received 
may be easily conceived, though his fa* 
ther, in what he had written, ^he wds 
satisfied, was the victim of false appear* 
ances, or some l^naccountabte mistake. 

By the date of the letter,- lie found 

Belmont 
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Beloioat must have been with Mrs. So* 
mertan lu the shrubbery i the very night 
after Alethea had been rescued from hift 
lawless power. It was plain, therefore, 
that in making bis escape from the cot^^ 
tage, he had proceeded director Somerton 
Lodge ; and Osrick f^lt that he had dan« 
him injustice, in suspecting that he had 
been privy to the subsequent attempt tliat 
had been made on his life. 

The more Osrick reflected upon the 
nature of what he bad read, the more hi$ 
ideas were bewildered in doubts— he bad 
had convincing proofs of Belmont's^ being 
a villain— yet, in whathisfather advanced 
to criminate him, he could in nowise ooa^ 
ceive that he bad been guilty. He would 
now have sacrificed every thing but hit 
honour to have been at the Lodge. His 
presencie there, he knew^ would cause the 
whole of the mysterious affair to be sifted to 
the bottom, and in which the acquittal of 
any fault that couM tai^ish the reputation 
of bb youthful motfai?r^n-laW| be^. endea- 
voured 
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vontci to persuade himself, was involved. 
This aceofliplished, his father, of course^ 
would taste the Uefiiings of mental ease 
again. 

With an aching heart, and gloon^ 
brow, be at length broke the seal of the 
other tetter, and was not a Httla 8tti|>rised 
at the 

it conveyed to him. It was from the man 
whom he had overtaken on the road, 
while on his journey to join his regimen^ 
who had promised to pay him a visit at 
Southampton, which, promise, however, 
he had not observed — and contained the 
following words ; — 



t / 



•* Sir, 

* ^ I have had leisure to. turn over 
in my mixKl what passed between uS| when 
you condescended to offer me a seat in 
your carriage as you were proceeding for. 

Southampton^ 
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Southampton, and the result is, that if you ' 
will be as liberal as you then promised, I 
will be as communicative as you thett 
wished. I can account for many circum* 
stances that have operated to surprise 
you— perhaps many more than you sus- 
pect — for I can throw a light upon several 
strange matters, in respect to which you 
are, and must, without my assistance, re« 
main in the dark. Some momentoua 
particulars, as affecting old Grassingly — 
the coppice — blunt Madge, and what you 
discovered in her residence — besides many 
other things of equal import, I am in 
possession of, and which I wiU reveal for 
a fair price, and a positive assurance from 
you, that my person shall be safe from'e very 
kind of molestation and danger, which you 
on your part can prevent. A letter directed 
to F. M. to be left at the post-office at 
Arundel, till called for, will certainly 
reach me. As I find youV word of honour 
is as binding to you as your oath, I shall 
not hesitate to trust ypii| and to visit you 

when 
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'when and where 3'ou may appoint to 
meet me, provided I approve of the con- 
tents of your letter— but remember our 
interview must not b^ witnessed by any 
third person whatever^ so as to let him 
into the secret of any discoveries which 
I intend to make. By this caution I 
do not mean to insinuate that a meeting 
between us must take place in a wood, or 
any such secret place, for I have imbibed 
so favourable an opinion of your charac- 
ter, the result of my enquiries, that your 
word once passed not to betray me, I will 
attend you at an inn, or where else you 
choose ; only let it be recollected, that a 
room, or place by ourselves, is one of my 
unchangeable stipulations. In expectation 
of soon receiving your aqswer, 

I am. Sir, 
Your humble servant, . 

F. M." 

To Ueuteoant Somerton, \ 
•*— — Regt. of foot, Porttmoath." 

The 
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The extRKKPdioaryeoQteiitBof this epta* 
tie, for a tiine^ <ktached Osrick's thoughtt 
from the one preceding. He would if il^ 
lingly have complied with the greater pait 
of the proposed lernrs fot the interview; 
had he been on shore — but as it was, hfc 
<ould on!y regret that circumstancds mtil*- 
tiplied bat to mortify and render hrm the 
more unhappy. 

The tetter letter he shewed io his firiend 
Dreadnought, but trot a syllable did 1* 
suffer to transpire respecting the fbrmtid 
Dreadnought smiled as he perused it 7 
and having gone through it, observed, 
that it was certainly mortifyitig nott6 
have the means of replying to it, as some 
singular events of his life might, in the 
end, thereby receive elucidation. It was 
his opinion, however, that until the ^her 
had satisfied him he had in nowise b£fSii 
instrumental to the murder which* they 

suspected 



/ 



OSHTCK. 115 

suspected had been committed, the pro* 
posals contamed m the letter couM not 
be complied with ; and in which opinion 
O^lck's perfectly comcided. 

Tile fleet had itow left the harbour ; the 
wind was brisk and favourable ; and, for; 
the first time, Osrick found himself 
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The nature of his ^situation now, for 
a tioie^ engrossed his thoughts^ and oc-* 
casioned a pleasing survey of the many 
objects around him. 



. I- 



" The tkreiden caUs, 
Borne vrkh the invisible and creepii^ winc^ 

fl 

Drew the huge bottpms thiough the furrow'd seai^ 
Breasting tlie lofty surge/ 



ft 



Osrick was delighted at the animated 
picture which the ocean, at this time pre- 
sented. Tlie multitude of floating objects, 
appearing like another worlds suddenly 

sprung 
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sprung up from the center of tb^ deep, to 
hold a new place in the boundaries of 
creation. ** The busy crews, their sails 
unbending," pacing the decks, or man- 
ning the shrouds and yards, seemed busily 
employed ; while the British flags^ waving 
high in air, silently but impressively de- 
noted in what nation's interest they were 
engaged ; and to what power only, save 
the great onmipotent spirit of the uni- 
verse, they o\yed and observed obedience. 
The irradiating lamp of day, streaking 
the horizon with fire, and crimsoq and 
Vermillion tints, edged, as it were, with 
liquid glittering silver, or polished spark* 
ling steel, was fast declining in the west, 
and gave to the canvas which the breeze 
agitated, and expanded, diversity of hues ; 
while the divided waters, glistening in 
the retiring solar rays, as the floating cas- 
tles majestically yielded to the influence 
of the gentle gale^ droppec), like showers r 
of pearl, in all directions, and, appar-' 
ejitly^ dissolved on what they fell. 

This 
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The land, gradually declining from the 
sight, excited' indescribable emotions of 
regret, for memory could but dwell oa 
the endeared objects which were there 
contained— but here the contemplative 
soul also found reliefi its sadness being 
ameliorated by hope, that even in this 
M'orld they were destined to meet again. 

Like a dark opaque cloud, its rugged 
extremities bordered with burnished gold, 
and varying in brilliancy, until their ef* 
fulgence is totally lost in gloom, appeared 
and disappeared the cliffs of Albion ; 
leaving, at length, only water and sky, 
and all between, for the eye to dwell on, 
and the speculative mind devoutly to 
contemplate and admire. 

The wondering faculties of Osrick, 
from nature's works, turned to nature s 
God, and as 

** The gliminering dusi, invoWiog earth and 9kjr, 
Crept slow and solemn od," 



he 



lis OSStlCK. 

^ he felt the full force of the following; 
beautifully. expressive lines: — 

«' Devotion now^ 
With eye eniapturM, as the kiodling atan 
Li;ht» one by one« all H^ven into a glow 
X>f living fire, adores the hand divine, 
"Who form'd their oibs, Aid potit'd forth glory on them.'* . 

Osrick was on deqk until an encroach- 
meut had been made on the following 
morning— rthe scene was new to him, and 
he felt no inclination to lose the sensa- 
tions which it excited. It was a mght 
when the waning moon gives 

» A shuffled, sullen^ and mcerfeatik light. 
That dances through the elonds^ and shuts-i^ay* 

hnperfisctly and at intervals slieddiog a 
pale cast on all beneath. 

The lights in the vessels twinkled 

around, studding the mantle of night 

with dim stars, that partially iliuminated 

its darkest folds, as they kept continued 

' motion 



notioo tx> the uadulatiog atul resistless 
commands of ocean. 

The FepetitioQ& of the stecrsmea — the 
cbflQges of the watch — the loud voices of 
the boat&waiQS— the various sbiftings of. 
tl)e sails as the wind veered — and the sig- 
nal guns from Uie ships of war, topreveut 
ttie fas;ter sai'ling vessels froi& getting tot> 
far ahead, were all deeply iaterestiug to 
OsKicky and kept his attention awake. 

For several days> though occasionally 
affected with sea-sickness, a circumstance 
qommon with yoang voyagers, Osrick 
took great pleasure in his situation— -be. 
almost wished be had been a sailor — nor 
did a threatening gale, to which the fleet 
wa& soon after exposed, induce any altera- 
tion ia *his sentiments. 
• In due time, and free from material io- 
jjLiry,. the whole of them reached 
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where their debarkation, with all possible 

expedition^ wai ejSfected. 

This 
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This town' is strongly situated on the* 
eastern bank of the Rio de laPlatai about 
twenty leagues from its mouth, and 
iRfty from Buenos Ayres, which stands on 
the western side of the same river. 

The harbour of Monte Video is capaci- 
ous and convenient : and the rocky for* 
tress, well garrisoned, might almost be 
considered as impregnable. 

A well planned and well conducted 
attack, however, under the command of 
the brave Sir Samuel Achmuty, and as- 
sisted by a squadron of frigates, had 
classed it in the number of British con- 
quests, and given one laurel more to the 
hardy veterans of Albion. 

Osrick and Dreadnought were among ' 
the first of the troops that were landed ; 
and all were severally welcon>ed by the 
shouts of their countrymen, who had been 
«ome time there, expecting their arrival. 

They hiad been on shore but a short 
time, when they Mere joined by Ensign" 
Imbecile, pale and languid — he had bepn 

afflicted 



afflicted with a dreadful searsickness, he 
told them, filmost from the hour he had 
left England, which had ^so extremely 
enervated him, that he began to feel seri- 
ous alarm for the consequences. 

*' A few hours rest," said Dread* 
nought^ ''will put you to rights, no doubt; 
therefore, get into quarters as soon as 
you can, and you^ll be well enougli by 
to-morrow." - 

• " How' long, Captain/' enquired Im« 
becile, '' do you suppose we shall remaia 
ia this singularly strange and uncom^. 
fartabtc place ?" 

^* I hopd bttt a few hours only,** he 
replied ; *^ (ot I long for the diversion at 
Buenos Ayresy as it will give us an op-r 
portunity of avedgin^ the cause of our 
countrymen." 

^^ And of rblcasiiig a biave fellow from 
captivity," said Osricki (alluding to Ge« 
laenX Beiwibtd; who had beea a prisoner 

rou II. o there 



. r 



Y22 , osaiCK. 

there some little time), '* and the warriors 
that were under his command/' i • ^ 

*5; I hope I shall be well enough to ac- 
company you," remarked Imbecilei'^ 

" I hope so too," »sneeringly observed 
Dreadnought ; *^ for it would be a cruel 
drawback on the service 'to be deprived 
of so. able and wUling a coadjutor/' 

Imbecile, not relishing the discoutw, 
left them:; and Osrick and Dreadnought 
soon after separated, to attend to their 
respective duties,. 

The bustle occasioned by ihe debarka- 
tion having somewhat subsided,: Osriok, 
on the following day, amused his curiosity 
in examtntng the town, and enterlmg isA6 
conversation with the natives,^a>Jarge 
proportion of whom he foundv epokQ 
English tolerably well. h:»\ ^-ii. i 

The males, he perceived^ wfre much 
5ddicte4 to ^m^jking. tobacco, buit-fesfrof 
thcpik being seea wUhout s^garsti^ jUi«ii: 



mouths, and almost all appeared of a 
natutaily idle and slothful dispositioti. ' 

The women, regardless of the number 
of foreign spectators, pursued their usual 
avocations and amusements; many, he 
observed, seated on stools just withiu. 
their own houses, the doors being open, 
diverting themselves with singing, and 
'playing on guitars and mandolines, a 
*few producing, particularly on the for-, 
*iri6r instrument, no very unpleasant ac- 
connpaniment to the Voice. 
^ -They appeared in nowise shy or coy ; 
>tod thotijgh the military occasionally ap- 
peared to make amorous advances to them> 
^liey.did noti seem displeased with their * 
•freedoms; neither did their husbands or 
- relatives betray any jealous fears or sud- 
<len resentments on the occasion. 

The common people, including tiegroes 

'and mulattoes, were curiously habifeJf^— 

the generality being en veloj^ed in a kiiid^ bf 

striped stuff cloak, or rather bag, called a 
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chonyj the upper extremity of which just 
afforded room for the head to pass through, 
the skirts descending nearly to the ankles : 
loose full sleeves were added to the sides^ for 
the arms to fall into with ease and freedpiQ. 

Busied in noticing the various objects 
he passed, and having up settled point of 
destination! Osrick, as evening apr 
proachedy found, himself at a considerable 
ilistance beyond the town ; and the twink-* 
ling stars had began to appear in beavcQ'ji 
concave, ere he had bestowed a thought 
upon tlie propriety of turning back, . 

During his walk^ be had refreshed hiui^ 
self with the fruits that, in many pUf e£^ 
grew in the most luxuriant abundwcQ« 
A kind of grape called imbegut^ and the 
pigna^ or Paraguay pine, were delicious; 
but the juicy durasnQ pleased him best;. 
Th(^ trees^ which produced the latter were 
uiM^acJ!monly ni^merousi, apd, excepting 
that their stems were of much greater 
girth anil ^^g^ud^ strongly resembled 

th^t 



that of the European peach-tree, as did 
the friiit the peath, which they pro- 
duced." 

Wild horsesj in all the playful priile of 
native liberty, he had observed scamper- 
fng over the plain at a distance : and, as 
the twilight set in, birds of various plu- 
mage hovered over his head, and by their 
' screaming notes indicated to him^ that 
he had intruded on their nocturnal haunts ; 
while the tormindua^ or ant-bear, just 
shewed his sharp nose , to disappear amon^ 
the scattered leaves, and hide himself 
from observation. 

The ho>Vlings of wild dogs being at 
lengtii heard on either side of him, and a 
glimpse of a fierce jaguar, prowling for 
pTty at a distance, obtainied, Osrick be- 
gan to fed himself not very secure from 
danger, atid therefbre turned himself 
about, for thei purpose of fctraciri|f his 
steps to the town. . 

At this instant he heard a noise in the 
woody pt-ecincts to his left,, and tlio mo^ 

G ^ meat 
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Ti)ent after he beheld a man on horseback 
rushing from an avenue of tl^. durasna 
trees, and furiously making towards him- 
lie had assumed an attitude of hostility^ 
and in his right hand be grasped a lance. 
Osrick had heard of the dangerous tribe 
of 
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^vhose aim is plunder, and whose pursuitft- 
ace but too often carried on in blood, and 
his surprised senses rightly told bim he 
-was one of them. ^ 

Happily the Lieutenant was not' un- 
armed-— he had a case of pistols in his belt> 
and a trusty sabre by his side. To avoid 
the miscreant was impossible, and to escape 
his weapon difficult. With a hideous 
ydl, and spear uplifted, he now rapidly 
and daringly approached, his horse tear- 
ing up the earth in his speed, and snort- 
itag quick and dismally, as his ruthless 
rider urged hiini on^ • 

• Osrick, 
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; Osrick, fully on his guard, took a dc- 
liberate aim at the ruffian, and at the 
moment when his uplifted weapon would 
have been darted at him, lie discharged his 
pistol — then suddenly removed behind 
the trunk of a tree he had selected for 
that purpose. 

The shot appeared to have taken effect^ 
for the uplifted arm of the viltaia in an in* 
stant dropped, though he still retained 
the lance in his grasp ; and his shrill yell 
was succeeded by a kind of deep guttural 
intonation, indicating agony and alarm. 
• The horse, however, dashed furiously 
ori,i' atid both were presently lost in the 
inisst^ing gloom of night. 

; It is but seldom that the pr^daceous 
Jiampas seek for spoil alone; and that 
others of the same infamoiis clan were in 
theneighbourhood, Osrick now began to b^ 
seriously apprehensive; and, to confirni 
his fears, a body of between ten and^ fif- 
teen of them, probably aroused from their 
lurking-places by the report of the pistol, 

o 4 lie 



^e iiiiagifred be observed af adfdbtnce; . 
and the trampling of horses he distinctly 
|ieard» -1 

Fully alive to the growbg 

MonBons 

of hia situaUoSt h^ now iniritdiy i^ 
pfpached^hixpBjslf forbid folly in wanderis^ 
thus far alone*— but that could afibrd him 
no relief, and every monaent w.as big with 
danger. 

Something, however, he felt was to be 
done, and the £rst thing 't|mt prudence 
whispered bioi to attend to, was that of 
removing from the spot where he had 
been so unexpectedly assailed ; for, if not 
dangerously wounded, the assailant, sup* 
ported by others, might return, when 
circumstances woukl put it out of hts^ 
Osrick's power to escape with life. 

In his walk, the Lieutenant had pursued 
no regular traek, so that he knew not his ' 
direct road back to the town> but guiding 

his 
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Uis steps in that way he conceived to be 
the right one^ he at a brisk pace now 
proceeded, in the fervent: hope of not 
being disappointed. 

The evening, which had been fine, sud- 
denly experienced an unpleasant change ; , 
tremendous clouds congregated an-l shut 
out the luminaries of heaven, while big^\ 
globules of rain began to fall, which pre- 
sently increased to a- torrent, and the* 
hoarse thunder threatened at a distance. 
^ The bowlings of dogs, the snortings of.' 
horses, the terrified lowings of wild oxen, 
with which the country abounded, the 

. ravage roarings of the furiotis beasts of 
prey, mingling with the screaming notes 
of the terrific condor^ the most formidable 

• of the vulture specieSy and hoarse croak- 
ings of others of the earn ivo^us feathered 
tribe, now floated in the dank atmosphere, 
giving nameless horrors to the night, and 
exciting fears in Osfick such as he had; 
never felt before^ 

Though pelted by the rain, and an*-, 
noyed by the- sounds of ill porteriiK 

G.5. he 
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he Tieaid, it was his particular object, 
to keep the locks tif his pistols djy, a,nd 
whicti he fendeavoured to do by windings 

the folds of his military sash over, them, 

• . > ■ 

wqile he walked with his sabre drawn, that 
he'might defend himself in case of surprise.. 
The lightning*sforkedilashes were now, 
at intervals, emitted from the cumbrous 
clouds, streaming in all directions, or 
quivering above his head, making visible,, 
for the instant, the space about him, and. 
giving a deeper cast to. the daikness that 
succeeded. 

In one of ttiose transitory intervals qF 
lights Gsri'ck fbuod that be had wandered 
to a confused and huge mass of over- 
hanging rocks, which defied his farther 
progress that way, excepting by a cave - 
that appeared to yind, i^s course beneath 
them, the entrance of which he had nearly 
gained. 

Drenched by the falling torrents, any 
place that promised refuge from the tem- 
pest was desirable ; he therefore endea- 
voured to gain.tlie opening he had noticed, , 

aud. 
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and which having done, he waa preparing 
pa enter |the chasm, %yhen the sndden bel^ 
lowiQgjs of some aroused monster wkhin 
suspended his design. 

Shuddering with dread, he recoiled from 
the place, keeping his sabre extended — 
the only mode of defence that was left 
him, and of the insuf&ciency of which he 
was but too sensible. 

Chilled with the damps,. and horrid ex- 
pectation, he now stood irresolute, un^^ 
knowing which way to turn,' or how 
to proceed with a probable chance of 
safety.. v.—;,,. 

In' this dread :moi»gfitt,iCff suspense, 
another vivid glare frooa the clouds exhi^- 
bited to his terrified. ga«e.; ■ 

• 

foaming with rage, and issuing from the 
rude opening in the rocks, which, just bc- 
fore^ he had been on the point of enter- 
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Assisted by the same light which ex:- 
posed its own fearful form to view, the 
beast discovered Qsrick, and springing- 
instantly at hhm, received the point of hi^ , 
. expended weapon in its mouth,, which 
deeply piercing,, brought it to the 
Kround« . y . 

The shock had also nearly occasioned 
Osrick to fall — it drove him many pacca^ 
baclc, before he was enabled to recover his 
balance, and where he awaited in the hor- 
rible expectation of a second attack. 

The animal, deeply wounded^ bellowed 
liideously, until having again discovered; 
its foe, by the same means as. before, it 
made a second attempt to injure him. . 

In this instance, however, Osrick avoid- 
ed its spring, and the next moment the,:: 
' monster was transfixed, by a spear from aiv 
unknown iiand, And the sliouts that suc- 
ceeded the blow, evinced that the Pampas^ 



in great numbers, were about the spot. 

Osrick now thouoht his destruction in- 
evitablc. Ue ^lad escaped from one peril 

huti. 
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but to fall into another. The spear that 
had transfixed the jaguar might have 
teen aimed at himself; and a second 
which now whizzed by him in Ih'e dark^' 
shghtly wounding him in the cheek, con- 
firnled him in that opinion. 

To avoid certain death, or rather to- 
protract existence, for ultimately to es» 
cape he now considered as impossible^ he 
rushed towards the moutli of * 
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stumbling over the bleeding body of the 
jaguar in his way, as.it lay howling in^ 
tiie convulsed agonies of death. 

The cave, however, he reached, and as. 
his only, though terrible resource, he 
quickly entered it; expecting momen^ ' 
tarily that another* monster there con- 
cealed would open his reeking jaws to de- 
vour him. 

The yells of the sanguinary- Pampas 
without,* and the clattej of their weapon^ ' 
about the rocks^ urged Osrick forward-r- 

death. 
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death by wild beasts in a cave^ not being 
more appalling to hira, than that of being 
hacked to pieces by monsters of the hifc* 
man race in any other quarter. 

Tl)e width of the cave, the darknts^^ 
would not permit him to ascertafn ; But 1 
progress of about twenty paces, diverg- 
ing to the left of its entrance, to avoid 
any missile weapons, that might haveover^ 
taken him in a straight direction, brought 
him to its extremity that way, and he 
could proceed no farther. 

Yells dissonant and horrible still were^ 
continued from withbut; and he often 
imagined that the biped bloodhounds 
were about to enter the place to destroy 
him. 

Loosing his sash from his pistols, he found 
them secure and dry, the damps not having 
penetrated to the Ibcksj and taking one in 
his left hand, and grasping his sabre with 
the right, he resolved to sell his life as 
dearly as possible, aiul determinedly to- 
defend himself to the hst. 

The paw of some living animal, at this 

moment, 
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moment, rested on his foot-*-he suddenly 
kicked it from bim — but quickly return- 
ing, he felt its sharp teeth perforate his^ 
booty and enter his leg, giving him pain 
indescribable. A well-directed blow of 
bi$ sabre, however, released him from his 
unknowti but terrible assailant.. The 
anrmaf^ whatever it was> naw sent forth 
moaning cries, scattering the loose earth 
a}>out the cave, some jof which alighted 
on Osrick, and making a strange kind o£^ 
noise, as though expiring, and tugging 
and gasping for life. 

, That the wound he had inflicted had 
mortally wounded ft, and^i caused the 
sounds of agony which met his *ar, 
Osrick could easily conceive; and farther- 
wounds he would have inflicted, had he 
but known where to strike — ^as it was, he 
was fearful of damaging, his weapon, 
against the hard protuberating. rocks, and 
therefore repeated not the blow. 

Groping with his sword, he now endea- 
voured to. find an inlet, if any such there 

was,, 



was, that might let him still farther into^ 
the heart of the stony pile, movipg slowly,, 
and with extreme caution, lest another, 
unknown enemy should be aroused to.c 
attack him. 

No favourable interstice, however, 
could he find, no welcome disseveratioii 
presented itself to give hope t(vperseve— 
ranee, or lull the growing horrors of the . 
mind with the slightest expectation ofi- 
eventual relief 

Finding his efforts baffled to the left^:, 
Osrick adventured to cross more to the-j 
right of the entrance of this den of terrors;: 
iu doing which, his sword struck against.; 
a large projecting fragment of rock, to-.y 
the summit of which he essayed to climb, > 
and which, by the many lioles, large- 
enough for the foot to enter, that he dis— >■ 
covered about it, he easily effected, and,^ 
at length, found himself securely scatecl 
on a square surface of the projectnient>. 
at least ten or twelve feet from the base, r 

Raising hiovself upon his feet, for thj^\ 

purpose, 



piiiposC; if possible, of ascending still 
higher, having previously retarned his 
pistol to hl^ belt, and the sword to the 
scabbard, be felt a cavity, about breast 
high, large enough to admit his body to 
piss, ancl to nrfaich he, without hesitation, 
committed himself 

This ddkf he fancied, from the 
smooth feel of its bottom, had beea 
the efiect of art, and led to some* 
wcret recesses in the pile, though of 
irhat description he was totally at a losa 
to conjecture. 

The horrid yeUs and shouts, on the ex^ 
teripr of the plac<}, becoming less Ioud» 
sic^v indluced him to suppose that the ruf- 
fians were retiring from tfae/spxM^r tnd the 
warm 'hope thsft he could securely re» 
main where he was until' day-4ighty once 
more gladdened hiS senses; gave a throb 
of pleasure to his heart, such lis he had 
never expected to fed agaitil. 

His pleasure, however, ^vasbiit very 
short'-lived^tfae confo^icuiv #ithoat, al- 
most 
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most the moment after^ increased to a 
greater pitch than before; and a powerful, 
and continued stream of light found its 
way, by the entrance into the cave^ and 
which gradually expanded, until it had 
illumined the whole of its gloomy in* 
terior. 

Osricky without losing time in examin- 
ing the place he had ascendad from, and 
which he had now an. opportunity of dot 
iag, retreated farther into the cleft tint 
had received him* until loosening n^squiie 
fragment of stone, which impeded his wty^^ 
from its hold, the thought tftttck him of 
placing it before the opening he bad pvs^ 
ed, and which ibe acccxrdingly jdid^ the 
atone tbereby^ partially filling up tlie &- 
•pert uref. and promising to secure it fsom 
particular observation. ,. . 

. Thus situated, O^rick retained his por- 
sition, whilet between the openings of the 
adhesive rocks and the stone ii^ had 
himself placed, he commanded a xlistinct 
i'lew of the cave's £ntra^ce/ about which 

the 
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the Pampas, with lighted torches, he soon 
perceived, had assembled. 

One of the banditti, with a poised 
spear in his right hand, and a torch in 
his left, at length, with great caution, 
entered, scowling his haggard and glaring 
eyes around. Suddenly the wretch be* 
came agitated — hit countenance ^assumed 
a more diabolical expression of ferocity ; 
then darting his ^ear at some object he 
had discovered, with all the force he 
could command, he precipitately retreated 
Uk t08 TUthless brethren without. 

Agaitt their yelb horribly. predon>i<^ 
xitftiMl, auld which wiere reechoed back by 
thisf hdlfdw sounding cavehis that the 
rdfeks ■ c^cealed; a ciroumBtance that 
80smied' to indu<je them to strain their 
throats the m^re, to a(ugmenki the hellisli 
uproar' they occasioned; ► • 

Sounds more dreadfully appalling,; the 

human heart canilot conceive,^ than were 

those which those monsters of trapihe ap^ 

peared toenjoyiand which filled Osrick's 

' mind 
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miod^ith predictive dreid, as he was com^ 
peeled silently to listen to them* 

The hkleoiia howls^ at length, dying: 
away into indistibct murmurs^ the same 
wretch of the. savage race entered as be^* 
fore. With visible emotions of joy,: he 
ol^aerved that his spear had pierced the 
object at which it had been auned ; whea' 
glancing his rolling globesof sight around^ 
to ascertain what else the confined and 
dismally enclosed space contained, and 
• discovering nought to rouse his fears^ he 
uttered a screaming signal to his cdI-^ 
leagues in rapinCi who» like a> mountaia 
torrent agitated by the roaring tempest^i 
rushed forw^rd^ rending the air with theif 
howls, and presently filling all parts of 
the cave with . their fearrinspiring pre*^ 
sence. . • . t^. 

Their torches, blazing brightly,, illu- 
mined every ijilet that from thence 
b]f^ngh^(jl into tbe chaotic pile, enabling. 
Osrick to' observe, that the cleft in which 
hiS r^ma^edponcealedy by a gradual and; 
ji , saftt^ 
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4safe descent, extended to am intmensecfii* 
tance, the extretaity of which, being 
beyond the glean>ing influence of the 
torchesi numerous and glaring as they 
werei was obscured io gloom. 

On a sudden, the greater part of the 
diabolical crew, as*if reboUecting a some^ 
thing necessary for them to attend to, that 
they had previously foigotten, hurried 
fiiom the apdt, leaving two only,: with 
their torches, in the cave^ to keep watdi 
there id their abaence. 

In a few moments, however, anotherof 
the miscreants returned, dragging with 
bim the lifeless, body €f the jbgaar, and 
which be presently, prepared to skin» 

O^rick continued 

A aiLXNT SPECTATOR 

of what was passing, . and, in fixing hin 
eyes on the breathless animal, he also 
discovered a cub^ with a spear still fasten- 
ed in iti body, and w&ioh ai ence dis- 
closed 
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dosed to him, by what he had beta 
wounded in the leg, and what it was thdt 
had occupied the villain's attention be 
had at first observed approach. 

The dam, for such he rightly suppoMl 
the grown jaguar to be, by some authors 
mentioned as a tiger, but more commonly 
distinguish^ as the puma, was of the 
largest description-— of a bright brown 
colour^ the back being marked with long 
black stripes, and the sides with obkmg 
spots, black, with brown openings' iti t&e 
ocotre. The thighs and legs were idso 
ornamented with black spots',' '^bot ' Ac 
belly and breast were white. "^ >* '1 

The skilftil butcher was not jkmg in 
stripping off the skin,' which ba^iijg>'df* 
fected, he threw it aver his* ^boutdtiri^ 
damp and^bloody, and reelung afs it ymk, 
and secured it^ with a sKght conf, tfndte 
his chin. v .- i j.t. 

. fiefore :he amid accompli^b 4te 4ime 
task with the cub, others of the* Fkunpu 
x^tjunied, agho, by their wild and ^digEer 
.: r.. looks. 




•SBICK. 149 

looks, evinced that some, dispute bad 
takea place amongst themselves, for their 
incohereBt jargon Osrick was at a loss to 
comprehend. 
OnCf who appeared to be the leader of 

« 

the hellish horde, stormed with all the: 
maddened anger that 

jtjr XNRAOBD 821 r AGE 

- .1 • .• . . 

could display, whilst another, to whom 
be particularly directed[ his furious atten- 
tjonv^ fointed to the slain monsters, and 
occaaionaHy^ assumed aa attitude of sup« 
plication. : . ; . > 
r ^«Oit being able, however, to appease 

v. ' 

.^e^jwr^tb of the other, who gnashed his 
J00tfa.in ^Lngcfi while his dark soul seemed 
big <with')K)P[ie«ihorrible design, he sank 
titeaibliAg>on his knees, and implored for 
mercy. . . • 

NiNotbingimovod by the humiliated de- 
meut<tef jofihrs victim, the ^ sanguinary 
ciutf kaited be arm/ ^d with it « sharp- 
edged 
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edged toeigiiawk, strtk]lig-tbevewitH'0» 
deadly a U^on th^lkfi^ of the wretched 
objecty a» to diTideitl^bvn the center 'of 
the face, and scatter hiB smoaking brain 
about the sides of tfaefaiack and frotmiog 
rocks. 

Howlsylengthened and tetrificv^iscceed- 
ed this bloody transaction^ and Osrick, at 
first, imagined that tbe uifernal group 
was proceeding to avenge their fallen as- 
sociate in the deatji of his exec^itidner;' 
but in thi^besoon.diaooveredhisiiiiistakesi 

for the dusky (;(hiet^ nothing: datinted^ 
authoritatively beckoned tbem« to folknr 
him, which they accordingly did, butn6t[ 
without k>oks of apprehension, ^eaclt^ear« 
ing it would behis tnrai next tofatl beneathf 
the tomahawk, Thedave, therefore,. w» 
presently left to the dead ijaguars'^ audi 
the remains, of the wretch who Ikadisd 
miserably perished ; and all was . agaia 
hid IB the pitchy shades of ttigbti - ' ' 

The clashing: of tfacir axms, and thw 
loud ,yeU8> however, still annouiKGed ibe 

horda 
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horde to be about the exterior of the 
rocks, apparently in vigilant quest of 
something, or somebody; and Osrick, 
from his ^ving been previously seen, and 
wounded with a spear, when the light- 
ning exposed his form, could easily con- 
ceive, that that somebody for whom they 
were searching could be no other person 
than himself. 

The stdrm, he imagined, had^ in a great 
measure, subsided, as he no longer heard 
the thunder^ neither did the rain rattle 
about the ruins — though it was not the 
contention of the elements he feared, for 
to the storm on^ he felt he was indebted 
for his life, which had screened him from 
lengtnened observation^ when beset witb 
foes, on aU sides. 

« Secure as he providentially now found 
himself, the suspicion that the banditti, 
"Vi^hen^ disappointed of their prey without, 
would return to the cave, and discover. his^ 
pUce of conceglmentj now liaunt^d him, 
and, s^t lengthj so far wroi|gb,t upon him, 

VOJL, II. H that 
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that be detennined to explore the so* 
cretsof 
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or cleft, beyond him, taking care to pro- 
ceed with that deliberate caution which. 

■ # ^ 

in case of need, should enable him io 

m 

make good a retreat. 

Advancing slowly, and, at the same 
time, so cautiously, that a listener would 
scarcely have heard a foot fall, he con* 
tinued to penetrate deeper iuto the ruins, , 
the passage; in nearly a straight line, ex* 
tending much beyond ^is expectations, 
and which becoming wider' as he pro- 
ceeded, be could at length, with eas^ 
erect himself, whereas, for nearly an 
hundred paces froni the commencement 
of his progress, he had been compelled 
to walk with his body bent 

The passage, at length, took a winding 
direction to his left, sometimes rather 
Ascending) and then gradually declining, 

. until 
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iiptil.he found it terminate^ not by ad<M)r, 
but with stonei as though all wa3 so\\A 
rock beyond, and farther progress 4m- 
po^sible. 

A moment's reflection, however, teld 
him, as the passage was evidently die 
work of human hands, and not the effect 
of chance, . that it must have been conr 
trived for some particular pur}yose — aod 
what purpose it could possibly answer, if 
that were its termination, was beyond hi^ 
powers of divination. - Therefore, that it 
had a co^iimuniciM^ion with some place^ 
beyond, he was satisfied, though how to 
"find the mystery that concealed it, was a 
difficulty he scarcely expected to sur- 
mount 

Moving his hand lightly over thcui^* 
Welcome barrier, in the hope of finding k 
something that should disclose the secret, 
his fingers, entered a cavity, and he telt an 
iron spring, which forcibly pressing, a 
square stone, in a metal frame, which the 
other hand discovered^ w^as gradually 

H.2 pressed 
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preyed inlo a concealed groove on his 
right, in the end, opening a space, 
through which, by bending his body, he 
found he could, with the greatest facility, 
pais. 

Having gently let himself through, he 
hesitated for* a moment, and was rather 
at' a loss to decide wl>ich was the most 
prudent, that of advancing, or retracing 
his way back, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining if the Pampas had returned to the 
cave;' but his astonishment was indescri- 
bable, wh^n, on a sudden, he found that 
the stbne had returned to its former 
position, and completely cut off his re^ 
treat. 

Reason, however, having whispered to 
him, that the side on which he was must 
also have a connection with > the hidden 
spring, (or where was its utility ?) he was 
successful in searching for it, finding it 
nearly in an opposite direction, and in a 
similar cavity to the former, the- stone 
receding into the groove when the spring 

was 



was pressed, and returning, by almost 
imperceptible degrees, when the hand 
was withdrawn. 

Again assured that to retreat was wilh- 
in his power, after endeavouring to b^- 
' lance the consequences in his mind, he 
resolved that his exploration should not 
end there — his curiosity, in fact, "had 
been so potently excited, that now it was 
not very easily to be subdued. At all 
risks, therefore, so long as there appeared 
a prospect of his doing it with tolerable 
safety, he determined to advance^ as fate, 
or his own good or i]l fortune^ should 
direct. 

Luckily f6r him, at the moment of his 
decision, a distant glimmering light shot 
towards him, and revealed to him the 
jeopardy of his situation, for it just made 
visible to him, that he was standing upoa 
the extreme verge of a projecting point of 
the ruins, many feet from the earth be- 
neath, from which one step more would 
have precipitated him. 

H 3 He 
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ife shuddered, and was piously thlti\k- 
' €iirl for the peril he had again escaped. 
The stream of light, in apprizing him 
of his danger, also presented to his notice 
some rugged and uneven steps, which led 
to th€ parts below, .and to which he now- 
committed himself. 

Finding himself, upon his quitting the 
steps^ upon a smooth eves platform, pr 
pavement of marble, the continued glim- 
mering partially enabled him to form some 
Judgment of the place, though to dis- 
cover the source of the light was his more 
predominating desire* 

Huge rocks appeared to frown on all 
.iSides of hi^ assuming a variety of shapes, 
and forming the hutments of arches^ at 
^, irregular distances. 

Fronting him, was a gothic archway^ 
through which the luminous stream played 
that had so timely warned him of.dangei^ 
and challenged his approach. . 

The entrance of tliis archway was 
furnished with 



%. • 
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but which, however, standing open, pre* 
irented no impediment to Osrick's pass- 
ing. 

The light, from the friendly service it 
had rendered him, he felt every inclina- 
tion to pursue ; and, therefore, slowly, and 
with his usual caution, he crossed to- 
wards it — took that as his guide, and 
went on. 

He had proceeded, however, but a short 
distance on his new route, ^hen he was 
startled by the sounds of footfalls. iHd 
paused- — ^the sounds were repeated, aiid 
he unsheathed his sabre. 

Some person, he now ifancied, tvas 
rapidly approaching him, bU^ no object 
could the eye discover. The suspense he 
• endured was terrible. The sounds, at* 
length, ceased; but, the moment dfter,' 
the violent closing of the iron gate an^ 
nounced to him that he was 

H 4 Ji PRI* 
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J. PRISONER. 

Again the noise of footsteps broke in 
upon tjie silence of the place— but the 
latter were, receding sounds, and- were 
presently lost in space. 

Impressed with all the horrors of the 
most loathsome and threatening confine* 
jnen,t, Osrick, in agony, contemplated his 
fate — but as despondency never did, and 
never will release a man from difficulties, 
and perseverance and courage almost in- 
variably do something better for those 
who have recourse to them,' he suddenly 
strove to overcome the former, and rely, 
witH the hope of ultimate relief, on the 
latter. 

That he was not the only person in the 
ruins, the light had previously manifested 
to him ; and a proof of a more diisagree- 
able complexion had likewise presented it-^ 
self, in the unexpected closing of the gate. 
The place might be the established re- 
sort and habitatiua of -the Pampas; and 

yet. 
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yet the cave, which had been converted 
into a den for quadruped savages, took 
from the feasibility of such a conclu* 
sion. 

The cave certainly was at a great dis* 
tance from the spot he had reached, and 
if the robbers occupied any part of the 
arched recesses, they certainly were ig- 
norant of there being, such a channel as 

• 

he had passed through, that led to them, 
or it must have been one of .the first places 
they would have examined, in their 

* 

search fof him, particularly as they had 
had every reason ;to suppose, from the 
sight they had obtained of him, that he 
had entered the cave to escape their 
fury* 

To retreat, however, he now considered 
as impossible, and to remain where he was, 
promised to be attended with no salutary 
effect; therefore, still making the stneani-^ 
ing light his guide, he once more pto-^ 
«ceeded in quest of discoveries* 

n5 w. ThrS 



'ThUjjasBagc, which tboftrtith^ra witid- 
ing coursei he traversed, the light gm- 
dually becoming stronger as he made pro- 
gress/^'until at last he reached its soarce, 
and found himself in a kind df arched 
dome, from the centre of which," by a 
' rusty chain, depend^ a dirty tripod 
lamp, " one branch only ignited, and 
vhich darted its penetrating beams 
around. 

This circular receptacle exhibited ibur 
gothic receiMes, in each of which appe&r^ 
a ponderous iron door, all closed, and 
retidered more secure by (ihainsA6f im- 
license strength and weight. 

The floor was of black itiarble, partially 
hid by adhesive filth, on which were inii- 
prioted the visible marks of footsteps, 
intermixed with various shining streaics 
of blood, that could but convey porten- 
tous horrors to the beholder/ 

Huge pillars, seemingly cut but of -the 

' . splid rock, supported the dome, in many 

. - 5 places 



and of the most curious art dtid work* 
inanship* * 

The ravages of the destructive iiand of 
Titne, however, wer6 to be observed ia 
kW parts ; and the greisn kiid yellow damps 
fh^t had boz^d through the pores of the 
rocks, had spt^d a slimy and noxious 
liqtiid ^Veir the surface of every object| 
and whidh, in iliany places, formed a 
erfeepibg current thslt descended to th^ 
ilobf, there coUectih^ and encrusting^ 
and causing in efiBuvia to arise, disgust* 
ing and painful to the Sensed to encounter 
and ehdure. 

^ Restless and uneasy in £lis mhidi comv 
pietely at a loss hoW to proceed> or which 
Way^ tty tufn, with any probable chance 
6f Eventual succour, Osrick had halted^ 
ISis eyes alternately resting upon the 
• ffbwriingrand unseemly objects abbut him. 

in this state of mental perplexity,, and 
inde'scribably depressing uncertainty, a- 
groan, loud and lengthened^ pierced his ear^ 

» & and 
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•. . • ■ • 

aad echp rq}eat€(l it in the secret cavities 
about him. 

P,e started—- and nameless fears^ ia 
despite of himself, were taking firm pos* 
session of him, when the following words, 
which he distinctly heard, in an anguished 
female voice, gave a different turn to his 
surprise^ and new ideas to thought. 

•* Heavenly Powers ! in thee I put my 
trust — Guard, oh guard me from the dark 
and horrid purposes of mine enemies ! and 
oh I send some ministering angel to save 
nie from dishonour, and release me from 
the miseries of confinement."- 

■ 

That some unfortunate female was th^re 
a prisoner, the words she had uttered 
made evident, and he might be the in* 
strument, in the hands of Heaven, to 
whom her anguished and pathetic praison 
had been addressed, to release her froui 
captivity — though how that was to be 
effected, considering himself as being but 
little short of a prisoner also, he had yet 

to learn. 

• . ■■ ' , 

Waving 
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Waving every other matter, however, 
his principal aim no\vr was to discover 
where the supplicating woman was con- 
cealed ; and advancing to one of the iron 
doors for that purpose, from which direc- 
tion he had fancied the sounds issued, he 
presently succeeded in disencumbering it 
of the ponderous chains, when it instant- 
ly, but. dismally creaking upon its rust- 
corroded hinges, yielded to his pressure, 
discovering to him a narrow gloomy pas- 
sage, the extremity of which was guarded 
by atiother door, and to which the gleams 
of the lamp just reached. 

A chjlling vapour, dank and horribly 
offensive, curled about him, as silently 
he advanced to the door in question, and 
which, he found, was not secured, a very 
moderate exertion enabling him to open' 
it. 

But the sensation of horror that rived 
his heart, and froze the crimson current 
trhat circled in his veins and supported 
life, is not to be described, when his eyesf 

rested 
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r^ted on the JsouI-^ppalSng icenti Which 
the operting of the door disclosed to him. 
The gleams 6f the lamp just made visi- 
ble a few descending steps smeared with 
blood, and the putrifying bodies of hu- 
m^n creatures indiiM;indtly beyond them 
—it seemed 

r 

THE C2LtSRN OF 'DEATB ! 

Iti the niidst of the terrific heaps of 
perishing remains which it exhibited^ ft 
tall figure stood erett-^his face deeply 
gashed, and in many places bared to th^ 
botie. A lambent flsime glistened In the 
sockets which had once contained thi^ 
orbs of Mght.' The tbouth was wide ek- 
fended, the tongue, black and swelled t6 
a prodigious size, hanging out, and itsUr 
ing with the chin upon the breast. The^ 
I'ibs, partially dipped of the flesh that 
had covered thetn, \(^ere pfominenlly con- 
spicuous, between which, in the body'^r 
interior, could jnst be jJcfrceiv'ed a dor- 
mant 
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tnatifc fire, as stowly coilsuming the inte^- 
iinea, and silently and smokeless aiding 
the progress of devastation ! ! 

With an exclamatbn of the acutest 
dread, Osrick recoiled from the fearful 
spectacle. Trembling' universally, by a 
retrograde motion, he regained the iron 
door, which, in the bewildering anguish 
of the moment, he suddenly closed, re- 
placing the chains atx>ut it for security, 
as if apprehensive that the ghastly figure 
he had Men would, otherwise, have stalk-* 
ed forth, once more to horrify and con- 
fbund him ! 

In this dreadful moment, when the fa- 
tuities were under the enervating influ* 
ence of excited fears and horrible expec- 
tations, the iron door he had closed was 
shaken violently in its frame— the chains, 
which, in his perturbation^ he had but 
loosely and injudiciously Axed, with a 
soul-subduing crash, fell to the marble 
pavement; and the door^ the instant after, 

with 
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with a tremendous noi3e, \^y an unseen 
power, was opened. 

Osrick had sank on one knee, his eyes 
directed towards the menacing aperture, 
when he observed, not the phantom, for 
such he could but suppose it was that had 
chilled his blood and given fear the as* 
cendancy of resolution, but that which 
was nearly as frightfully appalling, 

A lank figure, of a sooty hue, algiost 
naked, his lt)lack locks dripping with gore, 
a stream of blood issuing from a gaping 
wound in his side, his features hideously 
scarified and distorted, and one of his 
.eyes depending from the bleediog socket 
on his cheek, came fearfully and rapidly 
forward ! 

From the open door, the figure crossed 
to the arched entrance of the dome, h\s ' 
arms being advanced, as though in , the .. 
act of catching a,t something, whilst hpl* 
low guttural sounds escaped him, dis- 
mally disturbing the silence of the night, 

and 
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and adding to the terrors that predomn 
nated. 

A heavy peal of thunder, as he disap- 
peared, deeply and firmly fixed as they 
were in the bowels of the earth, made 
the ruins to totter;* and the wind, gushing 
through the dark and yawning avenues, 
extinguished the light 

Osrick was too overpowered at the in- 
stant to notice what had happened — cold 
drops of agony stood on his quivering 
fiesby a heavy oppressive feel was at his 
heart, and he gasped for breath. 

The'surprise of horror that had seized 
him, beginning, at length, to evaporate, 
reason exerted her powers to subdue his 
apprehensions, and he felt ashamed of the 
pusillatiimity of his conduct. 

Shaking off his fears, therefore, almost 
entirely, he was himself again. 

If it pleased the omnipotent Arbiter of 
}fh fate that he should there fall, he had* 
now the pious resolution to subtwit to the 
decree— his soul, he well knew, could not 

be 
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be affected by such a circumstati^e, nof 
would the eternal blessings promised to 
the just be the more bej'ond its reach. 

He reasoned like a Christ ian^ and chris* 
tian fortitude was the result. 

. Avoiding the passage, hoM'ever, that 
led to the receptacle of horrors, he groped 
his way i^ the dark, until another faint 
glimmering caught his attention. It 
brought him to a niche in the dome-s«r- 
xnounted apartment which be had, not 
previously discovered, from which, alsa, 
extended a narrow damp passage, but in 
an uneven and zig-£ig direction, Which 
the course he took in it soon ^er made 
known. 

Tracing the light, he, in the endy'^oimd 
it was emitted through a chink of a door, 
situated in a square recess to his right, and 
ppposite to which he halted in a listening^ 
attitude, when a deep-drawn «igh evinced 
that some wretched object was iaeart6 
hin^. 

, Ue fdt a strong desire> at the instant, 

to 
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to utter a few enquiring words, to ascer- 
tain from whence and from whom the sigh 
proceeded— but reflection, the instant 
after, tellmg hira, that dangerous con- 
sequences might result therefrom, he, 
more prudently, continued mute, anxi- 
ously listening for other sounds to influ- 
ence and direct his actions. 

A short interval of suspense succeeded, 
when, in the same voice that he had before 
heard, was pronounced the following 
plaint of despondency : — 

<'Alaii ill-fated 
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^* wretched victim of treachery^ almost 
from thy cradle ; trampled on and op- 
vpressed by those who should -have sup- 
ported and watched thy growing years ; 
when will thy sufferings have an end ! 
'Each new day brings to thee but increase 
of woes-^horrors more direful than even 
those with which alraady thou hast been 

afflicted. 
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afflicted, momentarily arise, to overwhelm 
and sink thy perturbed spirits in the dark- 
eddy of despair ! Oh ! great Eternal, and 
Creator of the world, and all therein, re- 
ject not the prayer of thy supplicant, who 
putteth her trust in thee ! assured that thou, 
and thou only, hast the power to give 
rest to her troubled heart, and, like ,va- 
pours receding from the sudden aud 
dazzling light of the sun, to brighten the 
misty horizon of her hopes, and bless her 
with returning cheerfulness, tranquillity, 
freedom, gratitude, and joy !" 

That he was at the door of the cell that 
contained the hapless prisoner, Osrick 
^tras now convinced ; and by the welcome 
light that glimmered through the time- 
effected chink, he was enabled to discover 
a massy bolt, that entered the rock and 
secured the door without, and which he^ 
with as tittle noise as possible, drew 
back. 

The door, luckily, possessed no other 
fastening — th^t, therefore^ removed, it 

opened 
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opened to the slightest pressure oi his 
hand. 

The cell to which it led was of no 
very great dimensions — iu the center of 
which stood a small table, and seated on 
a stool by its side/ her head resting on 
one of her hands, was a female, neatly 
attired^ and of a figure the most interest- 
iag. 

So cautiously had the door of the cell 
been opened, that she heard it not ; so 
that Osrick, as he slowly entered, had an 
opportunity of contemplating the object 

• 

before him, her face being rather averted, 
for sopie time before he was himself per- 
ceived. 

Her auburn tresses fell in nes:liorent 
disorder, waving in shining ringlets oa 
her shoulder. Her fine arched eyebrows 
were just visible above her hand, on 
which, as her head reclined, an arm was 
exposed, of such transcendent beauty, 
that the most skilful sculptor must have 
gazed at itwith an admiration excited by 

the 
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the specimen it afforded of the toperiority 
of Nature's works over the most exqui* 
fiite productions of > art. 

Her head-dress was siixiple, a something: 
in the Turkish style, her flowing ringlets 
loosely falling through the folds of a tur- , 
ban. A thin gauze covered her bosom^ 
but that part of the neck which was seen 
above it, was of the finest form, and 
might have vied with the down. of the 
swan in whiteness. 

^A loose vestpient of pale blue cham^ 
bray muslin, with but few ornaments, the 
whole indescribably elegant, though sim- 
pie, completed the outline of her attire, 
apparently enveloping one. of the , most 
lovely and interesting figures in creation. 

On the table near her was a small 
oval lamp, which, dimly burning, dif- 
fused a sickly glare around, and in one 
part of the cell making visible an opening 
to a second, which, from some scattered 
fragments of straw that, weret about it, 
seemed appropriated for the hours of rest, 

wheii 
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vfaeh tired nature should need> and seek 
reiiose. 

The walls of the plaoe were of a sombre 
hue, the collected mucilage of years 
glisteuing on them; and not an inlet 
could be p^ceived for the beanos of day 
to penetrate or sweeten with its ze« 
phyrs. 

A sudden change in the position of the 
interesting captive, at length; gave her a 
view of Osrick. She started— terror was 
deeply imprinted on her features-^but 
which, as she fixed her eyes on ^the tall, 
manly figure before her, in the scarlet 
livery of honour, and of England, gra- 
dually softened into the lineaments. of a 
surprise much lesft painful \p be borne. 

If Osrick had been struck with the sin- 
gular beauties of her ^ape while seated, 
the commanding elegance of her air, th# 
symmetry of her form, whicti an erect 
attitude now more forcibly displayed, and 
a face in which every feminine beauty 
vied for preeminence, the sensation he 

had 
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had experienced was, in a trifold degree, 
increased. To his astonished gaze^ialie 
appeared superhuman — an angeldesoend* 
ed from the realms of eternal bliss, to ir- 
radiate that part of the terrestrial globe 
with her presence, he imagined, at the 
moment, could scarcely have assumed a 
more celestial appearance, and again&t the 
captivating effects of which,- a heart 
guarded only by a deep-rooted prior at- 
tachment, was safe. 

Her looks denoted her not to be more 
than eighteen years of age, though her 
stature was rather above the common 
size. Her features were Grecian, ac* 
quiring almost irresistible expression from 
the lustre of the finest dark eyes that can 
be imagined ; and though her cheeks 
appeared to have been robbed of the 
felushing hue of the pink by mental. suf* 
ferings, the delicate paleness of the lily 
that had succeeded, had deprived thie 
countenance of nothing of its fascina* 
tions. 

" Who 
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" Who are you ?" she at length ex- 
*elaimed, 6rst breaking silence — ** and 
what have I to hope or fear from a visit 
so unexpected ?*! 

** Be not alarmed, fair lady," said 
Osrick ; '* my being here is solely the 
effect of accident — but should that acci- 
dent empower me to render you the 
slightest service, I shall ever consider it 
as one of the happiest circumstances of 
my life/' 

In few words, Osrick informed her of 
^s much of what had happened to him, 
as he conceived it requisite for her to 
know; concluding the brief narrative 
with repeating the strong desire he felt, 
even at the risk and expence of his life, 
of rendering her assistance, and of rescu- 
ins: her from the miseries of confine- 
ment. ' 

Osrick's manner at once inspired con- 

. fidence; there was an honest openness in 

it, that could not be mistaken ; and Honour 

had so indelibly imprinted her seal on his 

voLt lit I brow, 
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brow, that an observer, at once, con- 
ceived the genuine aniiableness of his 
character, which invited trust, unmixed 
with any suspicion of being deceived. 

The explicit account he had given of 
bimseU', also demanded a corresponding 
return ; nor did his lovely auditor betray 
the slightest disinchnation to offer it. 
Her name, she said, was Clara, that she 
was of English parentage, thougli the 
particulars of her sad story she declined 
entering into,* for reasons she had not 
then time to explain. 

The vessel in which she had quitted 
England, accompanied by an uncle, (her 
parents having both paid the debt of na- 
ture,) haH put into Buenos Ayres, while 
the British forces, under the command of 
General Beresford, had held possession of 
the town, and where it had been her 
uncle's intention to pass the remainder of 
his days. 

The, growing turbulence of the inhabi- 
tants; however, and the resolute deter- 
mination 
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BiiriatioQ which they manifested of re* 
•taking the place from their conquerors, 
at length arrivuig at such an alarming 
height^ her uncle, with a male and female 
attendant, had recrossed the river Plat^ 
for the purpose of reaching Monte Video, 
and there fixing their abode, until circum- 
stances should be more favourable to their 
sojourning at Buenos Ayres. 

Tolerably Accommodated, and guarded 
in a caravan; they were proceeding on 
their journey, about three- fourths, of 
which they had accomplished, when they 
were suddenly attacked by an immense 
body of the Indian Pampas^ some gn 
horseback and some on foo^ arm(^ 
with tomahawks, scalping-knives, blud- 
geons, and spears. 

Resistance was ineffectual, and tho^e 
^who were not destroyed, were plundered 
'and made prisoners. 

Her uncle, a very old man, she feared 
had lost his life, ad she saw him fall 
pierced by a spear, since which berBi* 

I 3 . tuation 
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•tuation had been such, as had prevented 
her gaining any information of him, or 
the pooF girl her attendant, or, fin fact, 
of anything that might ease her mind to 
J^npHT, . ^ 

More dead tha« alive, one of the 
fiercest oP the Indians had placed her 
before him on a wild horse, and had pro-) 
ceeded with lier, with incredible swiftness, 
until he had arrived at what to hftr apr* 
peared the ruins of some tower or cs^tle^ 
beneath which, by a subterraneous pas**: 
sage, having removed her from the iioi^ 
he porap^lj^l her to proceed with hio^i 
conduQtiQg^ her through various intmcater 
archways,? by ftlie light of a torch, follt^wedi 
by* qtKeril qf the d-usky tribe, nntil^djef 
had brought her to the gloomy ceUri]i,<' 
which Osrick had found her. 

Having arrived there, he left her, closing- 
and aecuring the door after him ; arid >sh€ 
was soon after visited by a female of the 
terrific clan, of the most squalid and . 
4disgu8ting aspect. . ;.» ^^ 

From 



Prom her she learned, as well as she 
ebuld contrive t6 make hei^elf under- 
stood in disjointed sentences of English, 
that their chief had fallen in Ibve with- 
liei*; that she might think herself a very 
fortunate, creature, as he meant to reserve 
her solely for himself; and that the mo- 
ment he returned from an expedition he 
wias engaged in with the horde, she might 
eiqpece to see him. 

Shuddering with horror, she had listen-- 
ed : to the discourse of the black hag, 
though the assurance that she gave heik 
that the monster she had captivated, and 
who was not the same that had conveyed 
heij^ thither, would be absent for many 
dayS| somewhat restored her scattered 
spirits. 

He might be slain, and never return j 
she endeavour to persuade herself; or she 
might effect her escape, rf he survived to' 
return, before such a horrid calamity hap- 
pened. 

She had entreated of the female iiend^ 

I 3 to 
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to be made acquainted with the fate 'of 
her uncle and attendants, but could gain 
no satisfactory information. The men, 
she told her, she believed had been all 
slain and scalped, and the woman too^ for 
aught she knew ; and such might have 
been her case, had not their warlike chief 
taken a fancy to her; though, for her 
part, she wondered how one of his daring- 
spirit and courage could at all b<^ takeii' 
with such a flimsy squaw. 

Alarmed at her rude and indelicatiB 
manner, she was glad, in the end, to see 
lier depart — though she sooii after return- 
ed, bringing food, though the only part 
of it that hunger ultimately compelled 
her to partake of c6nsisted of some brown 
bread and fruits ; and upon similar viands, 
with clear water, she had since Sub- 
sisted. 

Until the fourth day of her captivity, 
she had seen^no person but her disgusting 
female attendant, who had regularly sup- 
plied her with food, and as reguljuly 

ofiended 



offended her eyes with the vulgarity of her 
manner, and her ears with the extreme 
indelicacy of her words. 

S()on after her forbidding attendant had 
left her, on the fourth day, the door of 
her dungeon was opened by a wretch, 
whom she instantly recognized to havp 
been her conductor from the caravan to 
the ruins — he grinned hideously as he saw 
he was, observed, and, by gestures un- 
couth and alarming, endeavoured to 
make known to her the^ passion with 
which she had inspired him. 

Her terror had been excessive, but th^^ 
.other, probably mistaking the emotions^ 
be beheld, as, by words, it was impossibKy 
for them to understand each' other, - h^d^ 
suddenly advanced towards her, ai^d'seiz* 
ing,' had attempted to dw^ heP to'^i^ 
arms-i ir j|niv( 

i A violent scream, however, had arWsled 
fais purpose, and he let£ the cell, as W 
apprehensive of being discovered there by 
some persons whom he feare4# but not 

■^ I 4 without 
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>vithout casting menacing looks at her for 
the disappointment he had met with. 

On being revisited by the female, "she 
tol{l her of what had happened in her ab- , 
sence, who also grinned in her face, 
and scrupled not to tell her, that Qui- 
.sembo had visited the cell at her c6n- 
nivance — he was their second in com* 
mand, she said; and having likewise been' 
much taken with her person, she had 
yielded to his entreaties, and permitted 
him to see her in the absence of the chief. 
The fear, however^ of incurring the. dis- 
pleasure of bis superior, she added^ had:, 
induced him to retire, when he found hecu 
averse to admit bis freedoitis ; though; he 
consoled himself with the idea, that she 
would be turned over to him, wheu the. 
^kief bad doae with her, prior to her 
being left to the disposal of the clan* d i 
(The effect which such ; dispourse had • 
upon her, may be better conceived .; 
than expressed-T-the most, gloomy and:.' 
depressing fea^s foj^nd^admlssioi^ to ^ tier 

. ^ breast 
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breast— and she momentarily petitioBed^ 
Heaven for relief: 

Her desponding looks and' drooping^ 
frame had only operated to raise thef 
spirits of her fenf^ate foe; and occasioned 
the most indecent and opprobrious wofds ^ 
to be levelled at herself. 

Her confinement had been lengthened 
to seVeral weeks, and still the object for 
whom she had been expressly reserved^ 
had not made, his appearance ; neither had 
the monster, who had once so dreadfully 
alarmed her, again troubled her ; nor had 
any thing occurred that could, foi an ' 
instant, inspire Iter with tfce hope of 
escaping.^ :^ - ^ -' ' ^ ^'^ ' ' ' ': :"''^^ 

Her^fete, howei^4r, * stte *^t<J,"^iptt6artd-^ 
fa9t drawing towards itsdo^e; a^^o iqng^ 
ago tlian that morning Itlft^edfimiac,^ 
but w^chful guardian, toldnfef/wAi'll^ 
chfief was momentarily expected, and % 
at night, at farthest, she would hhve th^' 
felicity of reposing in his armsw ^* Make 
the most of the precious time with him,'* 
^ ^^ I 5- remarked! 






lenmrked the infamous wretch, "%r it will 
not be long before* he will g^t tired of 
70U, and then you'll be turned over to 
Quisembo, who, in my opinion, is thd 
properest fellow of the two." 

Her distress^ therefore, since the morn- 
ing, had been past expression ; and she 
had come to the horrid resolution not to 
iurvir^ the loss of honour, though her 
ibul shuddered as her ideas dwelt on the 
crime of suicide. 

^' I have endeavoured to persuade my- 
sielf," said she, as she closed her narrative, 
** though I am afraid I have not succeed- 
ed in the attempt, that the all-good and 
all-merciful Deity, who formed and gave 
life to the world, will not be angry with 
his creature, who rushes unbidden into 
his presence, to avoid the operations of 
crimes she had no other means of %ing 
from, lieavenl}'' Father, inspire me with 
Ibrtliade ! and oh ! pardon the -deed, 
which, to avoid the snares of infamy, I 
may have the virtuous courage tpe^^ecute !" 

.. Oiiiick 
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Osrick had listened to her tale in sikoce^ 
but it had excited the most poignant in-«i 
terest in his breast, and her anguished 
manneF bad raised tlie beads of sympathjr 
in Ills eyes. Perhaps- hia feelings had 
been niore painfully alive to what he 
heardf in finding the lovely object he was* 
listening to was an Englishwoman^ and 
whose angelie countenance, moistened 
}^y her fast-flowing tears, was turned 
towards her countrymani in tb^ hope of 
being, by his means, relieved from the* 
xntstry that oppressed her, though circum- 
stances seemed to have placed it beyond 
his ability to aiford that succour, whicb 
otherwise every throb of bi^ heart would 
have prompted him to ofFeE, : ^ . ■. 

He .trembled, however,^ at the iipport 
and energy of her concluding; words, snx^ 
the heinousness of the cv'nvp of (Suicidef. 
)ie failed not to impress upon her mind.. 
In language so forcible aud convincing 
i]id (Xi'ick ex|¥;^)fQ^is seutimentt on the.* 
ftubjecty that she was awed axid alarmed ; 

'^ & and 
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and in tbe vi<dence of those enQatioh^ 
which the couv^tioD of her error caused, 
she respired a prayer of thanks to Hea venv 
that slie had been spared the eommission: 
of suofa a horrible oiFence* 

At this juncture a noise was heard with-' 
out — the fair suflferer waved her hand for 
Osrick to retire to the inner cell, and^ 
with which silent request, as it promised ta 
afford him more safe and deliberate means 
ef protecting her/ be instantly corns- 
plied. 

He had scarcely withdrawn, when the 
door of the outer prison, which had beeir 
on the jar, was dashed open with some 
little violeneci and the same figure which, 
in the cave, he had supposed the chief^ 
and who had there destroyed one of his feW 
lows, ©JBricfcbelield advance. 

A guin-ef triumph distorted his features 
asheentercdj witli which, however, was 
blended* the traits of surprise, at having 
found the door . un&oKed. The latter 
symptoms soon evaporated, and uttering 

' a jargoa. 



a jargon that was • not to be imderstood, 
the brutal intent that had brought him- 
tbither became eyident. 

Extending his muscular and terrific^ 
arms, he would have seized his victim, but 
shrinking from his hideous grasp, with a 
piercing shriek, she darted into the inner 
cell to Osrick. 

' Grinning horribly, and gnashing his 
teeth with wild desire, and the imagined 
certainty that his object could not possibly 
escape him, he quickly pursued heri 
little dreaming of 
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that, in this worldj :\eas to close his ini« 
quities for ever. ^ 

Unsuspecting of danger, he was rush* 
ing into the inner apartment, when Os^^ 
rick met him at the entrance, and, with 
a desperate and determined thrust,* his 
sabre, to the hilt, penetrated the miscre^ 
ant's body, and backwards hurled him to 
the earths 

The 
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The fall was tremendous — not a groan^ 
hoMiever escaped him — the death rattles . 
were in hh throaty and in aa instant he 
breathed no more. 

The crimson flood gushing from the 
woundy ensanguined the dark marble- 
pavement on which the inanimate body 
rested, sending up a reeky vaponr, as it 
gradually lost the warmth of life, de-- 
pressingiy disnvai to behold. 

Turning to the lovely captive, Osrick 
found her almost bereft of sense — but 
his words speedily revived her; and to aa 
enquiry^ if she possessed strength and 
courage with him to attempt to escape, 
froni her loathsome prison, she q^uickly 
answered in the afiirmative, and begged to- 
know how such aa attempt, with^aiiy 
probable chance of success^ was to be 
made. 

If they could but reach the avenue, he 
said, that led to tjie cave, he should not 
entertain a doubt of their safttv, as the 
iiihubitants oi'the turns, vshu, he bad beea 

but 
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but too fatally cpnvince<1, were the fero* 
cious Pampas, he was satisfied were igno- 
rant of there being such a secret channel 
to the exterior of the- pile, or through it 
they would previously have pursued him; 
and the iron gate which had been closed 
upon him in his progress from that chan** 
nel, might have been reopened by the* 
monster who had paid the price of his yil« 
lajny and fallen beneath his sword, in 1)is 
way to the cell ii.i which he then was 
breathless and extended. 

The feasibility of escaping by such a' 
route forcibly struck his fair auditor, and 
a ray of hope found its way to her lieart. 

*• In the name of Heaven," she ex- 
claiiiu:dj ** let us begone! a moment's; 
dclary may be dangerous — and, indeed, 1 
am quite well, and resolute enough tOi 

follow }OU." r 

The necessity of taking the light with 
hii\i, did not escape his recollection ; Os- 

« 

rick, tlierefoje, possessing himhelf of the 
lamp, ^ud grasping :^ pi&Cul iu his right 

' hand^ 
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handy Bade his lovely:^ charge to foll6w:. 
him. I .,-. 

With* all possibfle pare^ making but ai^, 
little noise as posstblei they readied the ^ 
arched dome — the iron- door,, which Jed' 
to the scene of borror^s he bad witness^,.; 
he perceived was still open. {His. blood, 
chilled as his eyes turned t|i at way T-but 
repressing bis emotions, he whispered his^ 
angelic follower to keep close to bioc^vf 
which advioe she pursued ; and he l;]»egafir. t 
to cross for the open entrancCi wluch.hfit;? 
knew led to the iron gate, . >( > 

At this fearful moment,, ^^ \<.ni 
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the same ghastly, lank, black fi^re,' d^*^ 
most naked, with gory locks, the bloQicit^i 
issuj^ from \\\^ • side, itndv ojiCi :of \ thd* 
balls'^f sight depending froiqa the) bteecjjioi 
ing socket, airf resting , on : hi8^^'>sdanrK>l^ 
fied cheeky he had prcvieusly beheld, and^ •- 
from the very opening by which the ap- . 
paritioa had formerly, disappeared, and'. . 

foi^i 
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for which they were making, accompanied 
with the same appalling sounds that 
seemed to issue from his throat, stalktd 
iuto the place ! !* 

Osrick involuntarily drew back, and 
Clara, with a convulsed shriek, dropped 
lifeless on the marble floor. 

In an instant, Osrick raised the horror- 
struck beauty in his arms; the figure, in 
the interim, moving for the open door, 
from whence he had originally issued^ 
hid himself from observation. 

Osrick was bewildered, and knew not 
how to act. It was an instant of agony 
not to be described. To remain where he 
was, promised nought but danger, and h& 
jDight still pursue the road for the cleft he 
sought. 

Supporting his lifeless burthen, therc^ 
fore, as carefully as possible, he again 
moved for the opening opposite to him, 
when, terrible to relate, he saw the space 
now occupied by one of the ruthless 
Indiaa robbers, who, with uplifted 

tomahawki 
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tomahawk^ was preparing to lay him 
low. 

Again he recoilcd-^the villain fearlessly 
advanced — Osrick discharged his pistol— 
the confined explosion equalled in noise 
the report of a cannon — his furious assail* 
ant dropped, uttering howls, «ar-piercing 
and appalling, and which echo sent back 
in all directions. 

Again Osrick hurried forward with his 
lifeless burthen — but a crowd, some l^ar- 
ing torches, of the sooty bloodhounds, 
met him in the arched passage, a female 
fury suddenly tearing the ill-starred Clara 
from bis ardis, and bearing ber away, 
while some of the men endeavoured to 
seize on him, and others to dispatch hiny 
with their tomahawks* The : i 
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BOW was general, and death appeared, to' 
float in every sound. 

Osrick happily avoiding the hlp.H^ that 

were 
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were aimed at him, with a 'dight cut only 
on his temple, and disentangling himself 
from others of the horde, succeeded in 
drawing another pistol from his belt, and 
firing it at random, another of th^ ruf- 
fians dropped, and the surprise of the mo- 
ment occasioned the whole of them pre* 
cipitately to retreat in the 'greatest terror 
and consternation. 

In their haste,, numbers fell — the torches 
were trampled under feet and extinguished ' 
—and Osrick, profiting by their dismay^ 
followed close at their heels, until reach « 
ing the iron gate, by , which all of them 
passed, he succeeded in gaining the rug* 
ged steps that led to the secret channel of 
the cave* ; 

Gasping for breath, be had found the 
cavity which contained the spring, but in 
his exhausted state he wanted the strength 
to give it the proper pressure, and de- 
struction again appeared inevitable. 

The miscreants, recovering from the 
disorder into* which they had so unex^) 

pectedly 
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pectedlj" been tbrown, now procured fresfr 
lights, betraying their disappointed ragr. 
by their yells, and, in greater numbers^ 
proceeded for tlie dome, which they had 
so suddenly fled froni. 

By the glare of a torch, the deep* 
shadow of Osrick's figure, at length, was 
espied by on^ of them — the Jherwling' 
signal he gave soon made his discovery 
known;* and his confederates in blood, 
changing their route, presently returned^ 
to his assistance. 

At this eventful crisis, O&rickacqui red- 
additional energy from the terrors that 
beset him— the spring yielded to His pres- 
sure — tli€ sliding stOB^ receded into the 
groove — he let himself through the open* 
ing, and which hid agaiti closed ere the 
villains could have an opportunity of dis«- 
covering by what mean^ he had eluded 
their pursuit.. 

Faint and weary, far from eonsidering: 
himself secure, or rather .scarcely thinking 
of any thing, he now repUned at length 

upoa 
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upon the mcky base of the cleft that had 
so seasonably received him, and eiidea- 
VQured to recruit his declining powers. 

The dreadful yelb of the banditti, 
however, presently aroused him from the 
kind of stupor that had seized him, and 
the rattling of their arms on the trifling 
divislion of rock that now separated him 
from them, soon after conveyed the most 
menacing sounds to his ears. 

Digging the point of his sword into the 
liard surface of the sliding stone, and 
jesting the hilt, of the weapon on his arm, 
above theeJbow joint, to prevent the mo- 
tion of the stone, should the spring be 
preiit, he continued, for some little time, 
in t4rtr most fearful state of suspense— the 
ydJs oiF hisr enemies, however, at tast^ 
gradually died away, until he no longer 
lie&rd them ; and he then enjoyed the soul- 
reviving hope that his concealment had 
agaife fefeciijSetf xItsco very. 

y*t, as he cfertaiuly had befen seen at 
(heeJal^Bee'^'thc^cteft by <me of the 

*it ^}i infernal 
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infernal creir, how they should liiiiss such 
a discovery was to him most extraordinary; 
fortlrough, with his sword, he might ha^ 
checked, or totally prevented the influence 
of the spring on the sliding stone, yet 
the stone itself might have been demolish- 
ed by their tomahawks, and the impro- 
bable chance of escaping by an immediate 
flight through the cave, thereby only have 
been left for him. 

' It was evident, however, from whatever 
cause it proceeded, that, for that time, 
he was safe; and his prayer of gratitude, 
as his astonished faculties dwelt on the 
circumstance, found its way to Hfeaven. 

Tlie dismal fate of ,the wretched Clata 
now occupied his mind, and moistened 
his eyes with tears of the bitterest anguish 
and regret. That he, in his unsupported 
istate, could free her from her inhuman 
persecutors, was impossible — hmt could he 
regain Monte Video, he might ret urii to 
the ruins with a powerful detachment of 
Britis k. tro ops and not only relieve the 

fair 




.fair object from the perils with which she 
.was threatened) but also make prisoners 
^ the ruthless horde, and consign them 
to such putiishmeats as their crimes de« 
served. 

Elate with this idea, he now moved 
onward for tl^e cave, ruminating on what 
had happened — the adventures of the 
nia:ht once related to the British com- 
liiander, he was well satisfied, would in* 
stantly operate to obtain for him per- 
mission to employ any part of the force 
be might pronounce necessary, to rescue 
suftering worth from misery, and punish 
the wilful turpitude of the vilest and 
most abandoned wretches of the human 
race. 

Progressively pacing the whole length 
of the avenue, Osrick, at, last, reached 
the extremity that communicatcdwith the 
cave, andi a sudden thrill of joy shot 
through him, when he saw, for the beams 
of morning made it visible, the square 
jitone which he-had hinoiself placed at its en- 
trance, 
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trance, in the aame position he had leflb 
k ; as a more ^consolatory convtneeinent 
that the rocky channel which bad pre^ 
served his life, had, at all poiets, escaped 
the notice of his foes^ CQuId not have 
been afforded him* 

' Moving the fragment on one side, he 
now took a cautious survey of the cave, 
when 
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which it exhibited, made his soul shudder, 
and the blood to curdle at hi^ heart! 
' A male jaguar, he perceived, was 
greedily feeding Upon the mangled re- 
mains of the robber he had seen a' fevr 
hours bfefore d(?prived of life by his san- 
guinary* leadef, ^nd who had since met 
the reward of his crimes. 

The voracious animal had already de- 
voured much' of the upper parts of the 
body— had torn out the entrails, and 
scattered fragments dark and bloody, 

around 
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arouud liini» wbik his ravenous jaw9t 
dyecUwitb gore> continued to masticate^ 
mill eager auU ferocious appetite, wbat 
the wild rage of a human mouster bad 
previously prepared by slaying for him. 

The carcases of the dam aiid her cub, 
the former only skinless, lay, di&regarded^ 
to his right and left. 

Osrick had yet one pistol loaded in his 
belt— he drew it forth — but would not 
the CNfilusion bring the Pampas to the 
spot? — It was dangerous to try the expert- 
ntent, and he because irresolute how to 
act. 

The reviving rays of the morning sun 
invited him to quit the cave, and hasten 
for Monte Video ; and the bandittii rea* 
soji told hini, would be extremely cautious 
how they publicly exhil^ited themselves 
in the blaze of day. 

But how was he to quit the cave, while 
tlie grim^ and gluttonous quadruped re* 
inained there? and to wail until he had 
finished his hideoMS and oti'eusiye repast^ 

VOL. IX, ' K promised 
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pvbmised no relief; for ti^hen satiated, and 
the desire to roam was taken froili him by 
a full stomach, it was n'ot likely that he 
would retire, but rather that he would 
torpidly continue \vhere he was. 

Nearly an hour had elapsed before 
Oerick tould determine upon any mode 
of procedure, the grim tyrant below 
b^ing still busily employed, when, at all 
risks! and consequences, he resolved to 
attack him. 

Striking his sabre, therefore, against 
the rocks, he presently obtained the 
jaguar's notice, and, as Osrick had hoped 
he would, he endeavoured to climb the 
protuberances to reach him. 

Osrick, in the interim, drawing him- 
self back, had replaced the stone in the 
opening he had occupied, to avoid the 
effects of a visit too abrupt, an aperture 
large enough for the muzzle of a pistol 
to pass through, being still left. 

The offended beast,_ at length, having 

scaled the rocks^ thrust bis snout into the 

^ interstice 
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interstice- Osrick . had formed, snortitigf 
and snuffing the air, and (ending ibith^ 
howling tones, on finding the impediment 
to the object he sought ; bUt, the rtext* 
moment, the pistol, within an inch of his 
head, was discharged, and he dropped 
lifeless to the earth, with a bullet in his 
brain« 

The echoed and re-echoed explosion 
made Osrick tremble, and he awaited the 
result M'ith anxiety and feaiful expecta*' 
tions. • , . 

To his great relief, every thing con- 
tinued tranquil; and, though not until 
after the lapse of nearly another hour,! 
he adventured to descend* Reaching the 
bottom of the cave, he rapidly crossed to 
the mouth of it, to avoid gaiing at the 
loathsome, mutilated objects it contained, 
and where his sight was blessed with tfasr 
heavenly appearance of as bright a morn-' 
ing as he. had ever beheM,. while the 
plains in perspective, exhibiied to him. a 
large party of individuals; -the greater ji^Bifc 
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pqrtioH of tliem seated^ round a • hhziug 
fire, apparently either watting for, or par- 
tiakiBg of their morning's repast 
\ 'Osrick had heard of 

THB GU21DERJ08 
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of South America; and his own good 
sense told him, that the group in the dis<«* 
tance was. made up of persons of that 
itinerant, but gay and harmless tribe; and 
to confirm his opinion, he imagined^ sooa 
after, that he could perceive their ihuaicat 
appendages, principally guitars, danglings, 
loosely by their sides. 

Rushing from the cave^ he now cofn- 
niitted himself 4o his fate, making the- 
best of his speedy and travelling for nearly; 
a^:inile; .before he risked slackening his* 
pace, by turning his head, to observe if 
he were pursued, when, to his inexpres- 
sible;joy, he found he w^s not. 
i .The.mins were now partially hid from: 
li^v^^.'iotcrvening groves of ift^, 
/i->jj; '^ - through 
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through wide opAiings of which he had 
passed, and were also rendered the more 
obscure by their being seated tn a hollow 
part of the extensive plain, what could 
he discerned of them appearing like a 
confused heap of rocks only, beneath 
which, no observator, not in the secret, 
could) for an instant, suppose that a hu- 
man being existed. 

Osrick, however, particularly noticed 
the situation of the dreadful pile, and 
tlie scenery of nature about him, makini)g 
himaelf secure of finding the place again, 
free from unnecessary difficulty and per^ 
severance. 

Completely at a loss which way to pro- 
ceed as the nearest route for Monte Videos 
he kept the group of the itinerant Giiade^ 
rios in his eye, and soon after was with* 
in a few paces of their circle. ' ; 

He now discovered, that the fire which 
tliey surrounded had been kindled t^ 
roast aii ox or a c<:>w/ which they had 
succeeded inentaTigliiigaQd'Alaying, atti 
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which, from their greiair plenty, they, kt 
almost all times, could accomplish with 
but very little difficulty. * 

The sight, however, was far from a 
grateful one to Osrick, though they had 
taken off the skin, and cleansed the' car- 
case tolerably well, first stripping it of the 
loose fat, and then cramming it into the 
belly, to moisten or baste it in its progress 
of roasting or broiling, 

' Much of this proceeding he had dtt 
opportunity of observing before he came 
up with them, and so busily were they en-- 
gaged about their work, that they scarcely 
noticed him until a very near approach. 

They then regarded- him with evidient 
symptoms of surprise, when Osiick; 
taking his purse from hi$ pocket, offered 
them several pifceS'* of silver to put him 
in the right road for Monte Video, ob- 
serving, that having taken an early walk 
td took at the country, be had unfor- 
tunately wandered from the regular 
track, and lost hii^ way. 

The 
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The silver they took with great eager- 
ness, and several. of them, who understood 
his language, readily promised the assist- 
ance he needed* 

The blood which had trickled from the 
slight wounds on his temple and phfiel^, 
attracting their notice, he attributed tp^ 
an accident he had met with in his hurxy 
to recover the road he had. lost, when his 
foot slipping, he had fallen on a projecting 
stoije that had inflicted the injury, nqt 
conceiving that a deviation frqm tli|e 
truth, in that iqst^ince, to be a very viq- 
l^^t outrage committed on bis mf)x^l 
duties. . t 

The returning of bis purse to his pocke^ 
he imagined they regarded with an au^¥)us 
signiiicance that boded him no good^ 
for though their occupation w:a$ not 
plunder, temptation might still excite 
them, he thooght, to be dishonest. 

Again, therefore, producing the purse^, 
he emptied it of its contents, the greater 
part of which he presented to them, wheji 

K 4 they 
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' they appeared highly satisfied with* his 
liberality,, some of them striking -iip 
lively airs on their guitars, whilst' others 
invited him to partake of a beverage, 
which they called chica^ Consisting of 
water in which maize seed had been steep- 
ed, and which they appeared to consider 
as a very great luxury. * 

Bread of maizc^ and the manioc ^nd 
yuca roots, were also offered to him, all 
of which he refused ; neither was a 
-kind of tea, made by pouring hot water 
upon an herb, in a rudely-formed vessel, 
orcalabash, furnished with a glass t^1>e 
ioaiEck the liquor through, more inviting 
^or his taste. 

' ..• Qoeof than having, at length, agreed to 
aceonpatiy him a moderate distance^ and 
]mt<friQi^into^ track that would conduct 
him to Monte Video, he left the. cheerful 
throng,, and mo4fed off with his new ciom- 
'^nion« .;...■ 
'.. The appearance ;of his: guide, however^ 
iQirick d^ 2U)tiiaIt«^ther approve ofr^ 
jii,; .. • ,* . . there 



^£Jti>^ . 



. OSRICX. £01 

there was a kind of subtleness in his man^i^ 
^er, and a designing cast or leer with his 
^yes, that he thought ratlier denoted 

thfin any sincere desire to serve him. 

The G uaderioSi he knew, subsisted o& 
what they could Collect in rambling from 
place to place, and playing on their 
^uiiars — but little serving to satisfy them^ 
in a country where they could> almost at 
all times, procure beef for the troablc;<^ 
catching, killing, and dressing itf asd 
where the climate was so mild, that 4 
moderate pro|)ortion of clothing only, mm 
requisite ; and in which latter partieiitar 
they appeared to take no pride, vdlo 
^ear but as little as' they coulil av^d t{^ 
encumber tliem. 

^^ The females of England appear to ap^ 
prove of the costume of the Gua* 
derios of Monte Video and adjoining 
countiy-^that is^ Ipn. Ux as icgards tiie 
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scantiness of the oiaterials which compose 
it, and occasionally imitate it on them- 
selves, at theexpence of the sex's^ best 
ornament, modesty, and the prudent rules 
"which decency .prescribes. 

Widely different, however, Osrick 
knew were the habits and pursuits of the 
Pampas ; -and the . latter, he was well 
awarci had their infaniQus spies planted 
in all quarters ; and that his guide, nftder 
the hypocritical character iie had assumed^ 
^as tme of their detested mtnjions, he 
be^nio be seriously apprehensive. . 
• * Tq confirm his suspicions, after a walk 
of about two English miles, from rather 
4in elevated spot, and through an opening 
of the intervening trees, he with horror 
perceived that the' miscreant was con- 
duotinghim, by a something of a round- 
about course, to the very ruins, froni 
which he had but a short time before 
escaped. 

Drawing his sabre, he furiously seized 

the caitiff by the tliiK)at; and with thun- 
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dering v6ice and uplifted wcapoiii made 
him acqufiinted with the nature of his 
isiispicionSy and commanded- him, as he 
hoped to escape with life^ to confers the 
truth. 

It has justly been observed, that 

** A treacherous friead will prove a timorous foe ;** 

and strongly wai it verified in the present 
instance. » 

The villaitoi trembling on his knees, dftd 
bellowing £ir merey, acknowledged that, 
under the' mask of friendship, he intended 
to decoy*" the Lieutenant to his ruin> by 
delivering him into the hand of those-*, 
whose instrument he was, whose trade is 
rapine, and who existed in a state of •per- 
petual warfare against the civilized part of 
the world, whose misfortunes migbtbring 
them within their line of operations, 
whether they had or had not property to 
lose — poverty invariably being putiished 
with death, to deterothers-from the temerity 
of wandering abroadfwithempty pockets. 

The 
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The ngeof Qsrick Had almost induced 
him to sacrifice the self*convicted mis* 
crcant on the spot. " Wretch T- he at 
length, with vehemence, exclaimed to his 
entreaties, ^^ my forbearance can. only be 
purchased by thy scrupulous observance 
of my will. Conduct me to the path 
I seek, and which, with facility andsafety^ 
shall lead me to Monte Video^ or thou 
diest 1 And mark my words, if I percet^ 
the slightest symptom about thee, tt\at». 
but for an instant, shall iijdttce me to 
suppose that thou art labouring again to 
deoeive me, that instant my. sword shalt 
findapaissage through thy sombre ,bpdy«^ 
to send thy infernal spirit howling to the. 
gulf below!*' 

. Trembling like the agitated leaves of 
the /ai^in, when Boreas but menaces to 
predominate, the mongrel promised to 
obey, and adventured to beg that liberty 
might be granted to him, wiven he had 
ftilfilled his task. ; •• 

- ^* If from thjok time I haye reason to 

approve 



iipprove thy conduct," aatd Osrick, "I 
may grant the boon thou asketh — there- 
fore proceed, and deceive me at' tkj 
periL" 

The villain, turning shortly off lo his 
left; now led the way in silence, Osrick, 
with unsheathed sabre, following hinii 
and so continuing to do, for better than 
two hours, when Monte Video became 
clearly distinguishable at a distance, and 
the road that led to it obvious. 

His guide now hatted, and, in tremulous 
accents, reminded Osrick of his promise 
to release him, who bade him depart, and 
be ^careful how he ever placed himself ia 
his way^again. 

The wretch waited not for * the per- 
mission' he had obtained to be repeated, 
but tuning himself suddenly a^ioat, ran 
o(f with all the celerity he could conn- 
matid.^ • 

Osriek now considered himselfin atfistg^: 
and thoroughly- *harrassed and/ii^cui^ 
uritb what rhe ha4 vMleqpne, be took a 

recumbent 
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recumbent posture on the plain, to eaar 
ills aching limbs ere be recommenced his 
walk. 

He had had no conception that when tak- 
]ng4 survey of the coiintiy^ heb^d wauder* 
ed so far from tlie towa on the preceding 
day, and the multiplicity- of eventb which 
that circumstance bad given rj^e to^ be 
now thought of with an amazement that 
was not unaccompanied. with horror^ but 
M'hich, in the end, was supeiseded by 
a mental glow of pious christian gratitude 
to the supreme Dispdser of all thipgs, for 
tb.e miraculous escapes whicb^ under his 
.divine piovidence, be ha4 k^^ permitted 
to make. 

The wound inflicted by the bite of the 
jaguar- cub on his leg, and which he had 
almost hitherto disregarded, be now 
found stiff and paipful, the teeth of the 
animal having perforated the boot in three 
, places, and from which, as many streams 
of blood bad trickled, as the lower part 

of the boot afforded aqiple testimony. 



Tl)e fatigue, however, wbich he had 
subsequently enduneds he iqugiiied w^ 
thepnacipal cause of the^mgui^h which 
he there felt, and no serious apprehensipxiA 
arose for the consequences. 
' The blood that bad incrusted on his 
face» from the slight wounds on h?s tjein- 
pje and cheek, was also stiff and unjeiasy.; 
aiKl, in fact, his whole frame had thf^fl^l 
of being severely bruised aud sore..; , 

Notwithstanding the aches be sufferai^ 
land die distance he y^t had to walk before 
b& could reach Monte Videtv he flattened 
hiaiself^ that after taking some necessary 
vefreshmentji to recruit hi3 atrength, . bte 
ishould be in fit ccnditiott, :to tread the 
same ground over again, and which he 
determined to do, with a^sui^able support 
of British soldiers, to give t<be blessings 
-of hope and liberty to the lovely but il^ 
fated Clara* 

The discovery which he had made of 
the beauteous maid in the ruins^ and the 

grateful 
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grateful recollection that he should have 
it in his power to rescue her from her de- 
Tnoniaapersec\itorS) was an ample recom- 
pence for all he had endured, and kept his 
spirits buoyant. 

' Having continued his recumbent atti- 
tude about ten minutes, the sound of 
cannon proceeding from the direction of 
^onte Video, aroused him from the 
reverie into which he had fallen, and he 
arose to finish his journey. • 

On rising, his limbs he found had 
become more stiff and painful, from the 
temporary rest he had given them ; and, 
for some time, it was not without cdkw* 
siderable torture that he could alternately,' 
at a very slow pace, step forward the ant 
to succeed the other. . , 

Gradually, however,' his pains din^i* 
Dished, as he grew warmer with the exer- 
cise, as onward he moved, not dream- 
ing that farther perils awaited him, until 

A TJBTBSai^ 
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a shrill whistle from a thick plantation of 
fruit-trees which he had passed, first gave 
him the intimation that he was not quite 
so securely situated as he had imagined. 

Shivering with predictive dread, Osrick 
turned to observe, if possible, what was 
passing in the quarter from whence the 
ominous sound had proceecfed, and he 
imagined that he obtained a slight 
glimpse of his late guide, together with a 
transitory and indistinct glance of some 
otiier persons there concealed ; but not 
an, individual did the whole space exclu* 
stvely display about him, so that he c«)uld 
summon no one to his assistance, if any 
new attack should be made upon him. 

His situation wass^aiu become critical 
and alarming, and he began to be ago* 
nized with such sensations as sailors tnay 
be '.supposed to feel, at the prospect of 
shipwreck when within si«;ht of port. 

The 
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The plantation in question was about 
three hundred yards in his rear, and to- 
wards which; as his eyes again were anxi- 
ously directed, he beheld a sudden flash 
of fire, and which the report that suc- 
ceeded it, the instant after,. told him, had 
been emitted from a musket or fowling- 
piece, so correctly levelled at himself, 
that the bullet it sent forth perforated his 
hat; and very; narrowly missed his bead. 
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